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Psychological autopsy is a systematic methodology for comprehensive investigation of psychiat-
ric and behavioral factors assumed to be causative or related to death of the deceased. In many
countries, psychological autopsy is considered the most direct and valuable tool for determining
the relationship between risk factors and suicide. The case of Finland revealed that successful
psychological autopsy studies could greatly contribute to the national suicide prevention strate-
gy, which consequently reduced the national suicide rate. Despite the strengths of psychological
autopsy for identifying risk factors of suicide and consequently preventing suicide, it has not
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Table 1. Comparison of psychological autopsy studies in Korea

Ministry of Health &

Jeju Special Self-

Korean Association for

Welfare, Ajou University, Incheon Suicide

Governing Provincial

Suicide Prevention

Gyeonggi Provincial Prevention Center

Police Agency

Mental Health Center

Project period 2009.05-2009.12 2009.03-2011.12 2013.04-2013.12 2009.05-2014.12
Project regions Incheon, Suwon, Gangwon-do, Whole country Incheon
Wonju Chungcheongbuk-do,

Gyeonggi-do, Jeju,

Gyeongsangbuk-do
Number of subjects 7 92 72 34
Suicide victims 7 56 72 34
Controls - 36 - -

Instruments Self-developed
instruments based
on the Michael Phillips’
Standardized training NA NA
of performing personnel
Characteristics of Psychiatrist, NA
interviewer psychologist,

mental health nurse

Instruments developed
by Korean Association
for Suicide Prevention

Self-developed Instruments developed

instruments by Korean Association
for Suicide Prevention
NA NA

Mental health
professionals

Mental health
professionals

Interview time after 3-12 months Approximately In principle More than 3 months
suicide 3-12 months 3 months-3 years
Suicide survivors’ NA NA NA NA
evaluation for the
interview
Support for the suicide NA NA Financial support Group cognitive
survivors therapy, self-help
meeting, case
management
NA : Information not available
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