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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to identify trends for studies published in the Journal of Korean Academy of Nursing and jour-
nals published by member societies from inaugural issues to 2010. Methods: A total of 6890 studies were analyzed using descriptive
statistics. Results: Quantitative studies accounted for 83.6% while qualitative studies accounted for 14.4%. Most frequently used re-
search designs were quasi-experimental (91.1%) for experimental research and survey (85.2%) for non-experimental research. Most fre-
quent study participants were healthy people (35.8%), most frequent nursing interventions, nursing skills (53.5%), and 39.8% used
knowledge, attitude and behavior outcomes for dependent variables. Most frequently used keyword was elderly. Survey studies de-
creased from 1991 to 2010 by approximately 50%, while qualitative studies increased by about 20%. True experimental research (1.2%)
showed no significant changes. Studies focusing on healthy populations increased from 2001-2005 (37.5%) to 2006-2010 (41.0%). From
1970 to 2010, studies using questionnaire accounted for over 50% whereas physiological measurement, approximately 5% only. Experi-
mental studies using nursing skill interventions increased from 1970-1980 (30.4%) to 2006-2010 (64.0%). No significant changes were
noted in studies using knowledge, attitude and behavior (39.9%) as dependent variables. Conclusion: The results suggest that further
expansion of true experimental, qualitative studies and physiological measurements are needed.
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Table 1. Research Design

Z|Holf - 2= - 20| 2 112

(N=6,890)

Total 1970-1980 1981-1985 1986-1990 1991-1995 1996-2000 2001-2005 2006-2010

Variables Categories
n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%)
Quantitative Experimental True experimental design 82(1.2 3(1.8) 0(0.0) 112.4) 13(2.6) 19 (1.3 9(0.4) 27(1.2)
research  design Quasi-experimental design 1 296 (188) 20(11.9) 17(246) 28(6.1) 80(15.8)  228(15.2) 422(20.8) 501 (23.1)
Pre-experimental design 44 (0.6) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 13(0.9) 15(0.7) 16 (0.7)
Subtotal 1,422 (206) 23(13.7) 17(246) 39(8.5) 93(18.4) 260(17.4)  446(21.9)  544(25.0)
Non-experimental  Meta analysis 19(0.3 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 1(0.2) 6(0.4) 7.3 5.2
design Systemic literature review 22 (0.3 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 2(0.4) 3(0.2) 11(0.5) 6 (0.3
Case comparison 10(0.1) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 2(0.4) 0(0.0) 2(0.1) 6(0.3
Cohort design 5(0.1) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 302 2(0.1)
Survey 3, 710 (53.9) 127(75.6) 49(71.0) 387(84.1) 242(47.9) 730(48.8)  970(47.9) 1,205 (55.6)
Literature review 86 (1.2) 9(5.4) 0(0.0) 7(1.5) 14(2.8) 19(1.9) 16(0.8) 21(1.0)
Methodological research 249 3.6) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 5(1.0) 84 (5.6) 91 (4.5) 69 (3.2)
Q methodology 75(1.1) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 6(1.2) 21(1.4) 31(1.5) 17(0.8)
Case study 38(0.6) 3(1.8) 0(0.0) 2(04) 10(2.0) 12(0.8) 402 7(0.3)
Factor analysis 17(1.7) 1(0.6) 1(1.5) 21(4.6) 6(1.2) 312.1) 36(1.8) 21(1.0)
System dynamic research 3(0.1) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 1(0.2) 0(0.1) 1(0.1) 1(0.1)
Subtotal 4,334 (63.0) 140(834) 50(72.5) 417(90.6) 289(57.3) 906 (60.7) 1,172(57.9) 1,360 (62.9)
Total 5,756 (83.6) 163(97.1)  67(97.1) 456(99.1) 382(75.7) 1,166(78.1) 1,618(79.8) 1,904 (87.9)
Qualitative Grounded theory 1567 (2.3) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 17 (3.4) 412.7) 50 (2.5) 492.3)
research Phenomenological research 343 (4.9) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 44 8.7) 113(7.5) 116 (6.7) 70(3.2)
Narrative research 461 6.7) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 25(4.9) 139(9.3) 198 (9.8) 99 (4.6)
Ethnography research 22(0.3) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 12 (2.4) 4(0.3 2(0.1) 4(0.2)
Historical research 11(0.2) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 1(0.2) 9(0.6) 0(0.0) 1(0.1)
Total 994 (14.4) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 99(19.6) 306(204)  366(18.1)  223(10.4)
Triangulation 902 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 1(0.2) 1(0.1) 402 3(0.1)
Others 131(1.8) 5.9 229 4(09 23 (4.5) 23 (1.4) 37(1.9 3(1.6)
Total 6,890 (100.0) 168(100.0) 69 (100.0) 460 (100.0) 505 (100.0) 1,496 (100.0) 2,025(100.0) 2,167 (100.0)
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Table 4. Types of Nursing Intervention (N=1,422)
s Total 1970-1980 1981-1985 1986-1990 1991-1995 1996-2000  2001-2005 2006-2010
n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%)
Nursing skills 761 (53.5) 7 (30.4) 6(35.3) 8(20.5) 34365  118(45.4)  240(53.8)  348(64.0)
Health education 270 (19.0) 10 (43.5) 8 (47.0) 14 (35.9) 26 (28.0) 54 (20.8) 90 (20.2) 68 (12.5)
Nursing administration 28(1.9) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 332 0(3.8 2.4 3(2.4)
Psychosocial support 152 (10. 7) 4(17.4) 2(11.8) 9(23.1) 13 (14.0) 28 (1 0.8) 41(9.2) 55 (10.1)
Psycho-education 5(0.4 0(0.0) 0(0.0 1(2.6) 0(0.0) 4(1.5 0(0.0) 0(0.0)
Alternative therapy 193 (13, 6) 2(8.7) 1(5.9 7(17.9) 17 (18.3) 45 (17. 3) 64 (14.4) 57 (10.5)
Others 3(0.9) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 1(0.4) 9(2.0) 3(0.5)
Total 1,422 (100.0) 23(100.0) 17 (100.0) 39(100.0) 93(100.0) 260(100.0)  446(100.0) 544 (100.0)
Table 5. Types of Dependent Variables (N=1,747)
Total 1970-1980  1981-1985  1986-1990  1991-1995  1996-2000  2001-2005  2006-2010
Dependent variables
n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%)
Clinical endpoints 531 (30.4) 14 (34.1) 7(29.2) 4(26.4) 32 (28.6) 82259  141(257)  241(37.0)
Functional status 47 (2.7) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 722 19 (3.5) 213.2)
Perceptual outcomes 77 (4.4) 2(4.9 283 6(11.3 4(3.6) 17 (5.4) 21(3.8) 25(3.8)
Financial outcomes 8(0.5) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 2(0.6) 2(0.4) 4(0.6)
Knowledge, attitude, 696 (39.8) 19 (46.4) 10 (41.7) 17 (32.1) 46 (41.1) 139(43.8)  219(39.9)  246(37.7)
behavioral outcomes
Emotional outcomes 367 (21.0) 5(12.2) 5(20.8) 13 (24.5) 26 (23.2) 61(19.3)  144(263)  113(17.4)
Others 21(1.2) 1(2.4) 0(0.0) 3(5.7) 4(3.5) 9(2.8) 2(0.4) 2(0.3)
Total 1,747 (100.0)  41(100.0)  24(100.0)  53(100.0) 112(100.0) 817 (100.0) 548(100.0) 652 (100.0)

All dependent variables of every experimental studies were reflected.
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