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Experience in Acceptance of Hospice by Patients with Terminal Cancer
: A Phenomenological Research

Kwak, Su Young' - Lee, Byoung Sook?

'Dongsan Medical Center, Keimyung University, Daegu
*College of Nursing, Keimyung University, Daegu, Korea

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to further understanding of the experience in acceptance of hospice by patients with terminal
cancer and to explore the structure of this experience. Methods: A phenomenological methodology was used for the study. Participants
were nine patients who were admitted to the hospice unit of a university hospital. In-depth interviews were done for data collection and
the data were analyzed using Colaizzi's method. Results: Four categories, eight theme clusters and 18 themes were identified for the ex-
perience in acceptance of hospice by patients with terminal cancer. The three categories were ‘Hope for a comfortable death’, ‘Overcom-
ing barrier of prejudice about hospice’, ‘Incessant craving for life’, “The last consideration for self and family’ Conclusion: While accepting
the hospice care, participants experienced inner conflict between giving up medical treatments that prolong life and choosing a comfort-
able death, and also experienced an incessant craving for life. By accepting hospice care, they showed a human dignity that entails care-
ful concerns for both self and family members.
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Table 1. Themes, Theme Clusters, and Categories
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Themes

Theme clusters

Categories

Trying to accept death with a light heart
Accepting fate of being sick and dying
Putting down the attachment to life
Wishing to have the good life after death

Being reassured because of receiving wholistic care
Getting comfort with the control of pain and symptoms

Thinking hospice as the place to die
Having fear about dying soon

Hospice is place to die, the idea change
Significant human relationship in hospice

Being unacceptable in mind
Being shameful about seff close to death

Yearning for healthy life for the last time
Wishing a miraculous revival

Giving up treatments, acknowledging hopelessness of them
Being impossible to bear the unbearably painful side effects of
the treatments

Wishing not to do harm to family
Being concerned about family left behind

Accepting impending death

Early feeling of rejection about hospice

Sense of shame on themselves waiting for death

Deciding to give up painful treatments

Hope for a comfortable death

Expecting the rest of life without suffering

Overcoming barrier of prejudice about hospice

Resolving misconceptions about hospice

Incessant craving for life

Trying not to lose the thread of life

The last consideration for self and family

Feelings of remorse to family
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