
Patoulias D, et al.

www.e-enm.org Copyright © 2021 Korean Endocrine Society

Records identified through database 
searching

(n 74, PubMed n 66, CENTRAL n 8)

Records after duplicates removed
(n 76)

Records screened
(n 76)

Full-text articles assessed 
for eligibility

(n 17)

Studies included in 
qualitative synthesis

(n 10)

Studies included in 
quantitative synthesis 

(meta-analysis)
(n 10)

Additional records identified through other 
sources (grey literature, handsearching)

(n 3)

Records excluded
(n 59)

Full-text articles excluded, 
with reasons

(n 7)
• Meta-analysis (n 3)
•  Studies not reporting

Id
en

tif
ic

at
io

n
Sc

re
en

in
g

El
ig

ib
ili

ty
In

cl
ud

ed

Supplemental Fig. S1. Flow diagram depicting the study selection process.


