
Supplementary Table 1. Study quality assessment using Newcastle-Ottawa scale for case-control studies

Study
Selection

Comparability 
of cohorts

Outcome
Total 
scoreAdequate case 

definition
Representativeness 

of cases
Selection 

of controls
Definition 
of controls

Ascertainment 
of exposure

Same method of 
ascertainment

Non-response 
rate

Leung et al. 
  (2014)32

* * - - * * - * 5

Tiedt et al. 
  (2017)19

* * - - ** * - * 6

Sepramaniam et al.   
  (2014)20

* * - - * * - - 4

Long et al. 
  (2013)27

* * - * ** * * * 8

Huang et al. 
  (2016)28

* * - * ** * - * 7

Zhao et al. 
  (2016)30

* - - - * * - - 3

Li et al. 
  (2018)22

* - - * ** * - * 6

Ma et al. 
  (2019)23

* - - * ** * - * 6

Yoo et al.
   (2019)24

* - - - ** * - * 5

Wang et al. 
  (2016)36

* - - - - * - - 2

Wang et al. 
  (2014)33

- * * * * * - * 6

Jickling et al. 
  (2016)41

* * - * ** * - * 7

Tian et al. 
  (2016)25

- * - - ** - - * 4

Chen et al. 
  (2018)37

* * * * ** * - * 8

Jin et al. 
  (2017)34

* * - * ** * - * 7

Xiang et al. 
  (2017)21

* - - - * * - * 4

Jin et al. 
  (2018)35

* * - * ** * - * 7

Jia et al. 
  (2015)38

* * * * ** * - * 8

Li et al. 
  (2015)29

* - - - * * - * 4

Liu et al. 
  (2015)26

* * - - - * - * 3

Wang et al. 
  (2017)39

* - - * ** * - * 6

Zhou et al. 
  (2018)40

* * * * ** * - * 8

A maximum of one star is awarded for each numbered item within the selection and outcome categories and a maximum of two stars are awarded for com-
parability. A final quality score ranges from 0–9. Studies are classified as having high quality if score is 7–9, medium quality if score is 4–6 and low quality if 
score is 0–3.
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