
1. Masticatory muscle disorders 

Chewing muscle disorders refer to various problems that occur in the jaw and chewing muscles. 
There are several common types of these disorders: 

1. Temporomandibular Joint Disorders (TMJ): These are problems that occur in the 
temporomandibular joint, the jaw joint. These disorders can manifest themselves with 
symptoms such as pain, locking, crunching or clicking in jaw movements. 

2. Jaw Joint Dysfunction: Jaw joint dysfunction can occur as a result of problems in the 
temporomandibular joint. In this case, jaw movements are restricted, chewing is difficult and 
pain is felt. 

3. Bruxism Bruxism is the unconscious habit of clenching or grinding teeth. It can occur during 
the day or night and can damage the chewing muscles, jaw joint and teeth. Bruxism can also 
lead to symptoms such as headaches, jaw pain and tooth sensitivity. 

4. Myofascial Pain Syndrome: Myofascial pain syndrome is a condition characterized by pain, 
tenderness or stiffness in the chewing muscles. This condition can cause widespread pain in 
the jaw, neck and face. 

Causes of masticatory muscle disorders can include stress, jaw trauma, teeth clenching or grinding 
habits, improper tooth or jaw structure, systemic diseases such as rheumatoid arthritis. Treatment 
can vary depending on the cause of the condition and may include jaw physiotherapy, mouth guards, 
pain management medications or surgery. A dentist or maxillofacial surgeon can help diagnose and 
treat masticatory muscle disorders. 

2.  Causes of masticatory muscle diseases 

There are many potential causes of masticatory muscle diseases. Here are some of the common 
causes: 

1. Dental and Jaw Anomalies: Incorrect tooth structure, disorders in the jaw structure or 
mismatch of teeth can affect the balance of the chewing muscles and cause discomfort. 

2. Teeth Clenching and Grinding (Bruxism): Unconsciously clenching or grinding the teeth due to 
stress, tension or underlying psychological factors can lead to excessive tension and 
discomfort in the masticatory muscles. 

3. Injuries: Trauma to the face or jaw area can cause damage or dysfunction of the masticatory 
muscles. Examples of such injuries include accidents, sports injuries or surgical procedures. 

4. Joint Disorders: Temporomandibular joint (jaw joint) problems are a common cause of 
chewing muscle disorders. Factors such as anatomical disorders in the joint, injuries or 
inflammation of the joint capsule can affect the function of the chewing muscles. 

5. Rheumatoid Arthritis and Other Rheumatologic Diseases: Rheumatologic diseases such as 
rheumatoid arthritis can lead to symptoms such as pain, inflammation and stiffness in the 
masticatory muscles. 

6. Stress and Anxiety: Stress, tension and anxiety can cause contraction and tightness in the 
masticatory muscles, leading to discomfort. 



7. Nerve Compression: Pinched or damaged nerves to the masticatory muscles are another 
cause of masticatory muscle disorders. This can often be associated with factors such as 
trauma, tumors or infections. 

Each individual case may differ and in some cases more than one factor may be involved. It is 
important to consult a dentist, maxillofacial surgeon or maxillofacial specialist to determine the exact 
cause of masticatory muscle disorders and plan appropriate treatment. 

3. Symptoms of masticatory muscle disorders 

Chewing muscle disorders can present with a variety of symptoms. These symptoms can vary from 
person to person and depending on the type of condition. Here are some of the common symptoms 
of masticatory muscle disorders: 

1. Pain: The most common symptom of masticatory muscle disorders is pain. Pain can be felt in 
the jaw, face, ears, head or neck. The pain can be constant or increase with certain activities 
(chewing, talking). 

2. Jaw Joint Noises: Jaw joint noises are a common symptom of masticatory muscle disorders. 
Crunching, clicking, clicking or locking sounds can be heard during jaw movements. 

3. Jaw Restriction: Jaw movements may be restricted or difficult with discomfort. It may be seen 
that jaw movements cannot be fully opened and closed during chewing, opening or closing 
the mouth. 

4. Sensitivity in Facial Muscles: Chewing muscle disorders can be associated with a feeling of 
tenderness or excessive tension in the facial muscles. This can cause the facial muscles to feel 
tense or tender to the touch. 

5. Headache: Chewing muscle disorders can cause headaches, especially in association with 
bruxism (teeth clenching or grinding). These headaches are usually felt in the temples, 
forehead or back of the head. 

6. Tooth Sensitivity: Due to clenching or grinding, there can be excessive tension in the chewing 
muscles. This can put extra pressure on the teeth, leading to tooth sensitivity. 

7. Ear Pain or Tinnitus: Chewing muscle disorders can sometimes cause symptoms such as ear 
pain or tinnitus. This can be caused by problems with the jaw joint and chewing muscles. 

If you are experiencing such symptoms in the chewing muscles or jaw joint area, it is important to 
consult a specialist, such as a dentist or maxillofacial surgeon. It is appropriate to seek professional 
help for proper diagnosis and treatment. 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Treatment of masticatory muscle disorders 

Treatment for masticatory muscle disorders can vary depending on the type, severity and underlying 
causes of the condition. Here are some of the common treatments: 

1. Home Care and Precautions: For mild masticatory muscle disorders, there are some 
measures you can take at home to relieve symptoms and promote healing. These measures 
include applying hot or cold compresses, eating soft foods, doing exercises to relax the jaw 
muscles, practicing stress management techniques, and controlling teeth clenching or 
grinding habits. 

2. Mouth Protective Appliances: Mouthguards, custom-made by a dentist, can reduce the 
tension in the chewing muscles caused by clenching or grinding. These appliances provide 
support to the jaw joint and muscles while protecting your teeth. 

3. Physical Therapy and Exercises: Physical therapy techniques and exercises to strengthen the 
jaw muscles can be beneficial in the treatment of chewing muscle disorders. These treatment 
methods aim to relax the muscles, increase their flexibility and reduce pain. 

4. Pain Management Medications: Pain management medications, such as nonsteroidal anti-
inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs), may be recommended by your doctor to relieve pain and 
reduce inflammation. These medications usually help relieve symptoms temporarily. 

5. Botox Injections: In some cases, Botox injections can be used to reduce the overactivity of the 
masticatory muscles. These injections can temporarily paralyze the muscles, reducing pain 
and allowing the muscles to relax. 

6. Surgical Intervention: Although surgical intervention is not required in most cases of 
masticatory muscle disorders, surgical options may be considered in rare cases. Surgical 
intervention may be considered in cases associated with jaw joint problems or other 
anatomical disorders. 

The treatment plan will depend on the diagnosis of the condition and the individual situation. If you 
are concerned about masticatory muscle disorders, it is important to consult a dentist, maxillofacial 
surgeon or maxillofacial specialist to evaluate appropriate treatment options. 

5. What are disc-chondyle complex irregularities in the temporomandibular joint? 

Disc-chondyle complex irregularities of the temporomandibular joint refer to abnormalities of the 
disc-chondyle structure within the temporomandibular joint (jaw joint). These irregularities may 
include 

1. Disc Dislocation: A disc dislocation in the temporomandibular joint means that the disc-
chondyle complex is displaced from its normal position. Dislocated discs include anterior disc 
dislocation (disc in front of the condyle), posterior disc dislocation (disc behind the condyle) 
and median disc dislocation (disc overlying the condyle). 

2. Slipped Disc: In the temporomandibular joint, the disc-condyle complex slides over the 
condyle, resulting in the disc not returning to its correct position. Disc slippage can usually 
occur in the anterior or median direction. 



3. Disc Deformities: The disc-condyle complex in the temporomandibular joint can lose its 
normal shape and become deformed. These deformities may be manifested by changes in 
the shape, thickness or structure of the disc. 

These irregularities can affect the function of the temporomandibular joint and cause various 
symptoms, including 

● Jaw pain or facial pain 
● Jaw joint noises (crunching, clicking, clicking) 
● Limitation or restriction in jaw movements 
● Difficulty opening or closing the mouth 
● Headache or migraine 
● Ear pain, tinnitus or hearing problems 
● Tension or spasm of facial muscles 
● Tooth sensitivity 

The treatment of disc-chondyle complex irregularities in the temporomandibular joint varies 
depending on the severity of the symptoms and the patient's condition. Treatment options may 
include mouthguards, physical therapy, medications, injections into the facial muscles and, in rare 
cases, surgery. A dentist or maxillofacial surgeon can diagnose such irregularities and determine the 
appropriate treatment plan. 

6. What are the causes of disc-chondyle complex irregularities in the temporomandibular joint? 

Although the exact causes of disc-chondyle complex irregularities in the temporomandibular joint are 
not fully understood, several factors may contribute to the development of these conditions. Here are 
the possible causes: 

1. Jaw Structure and Anatomical Factors: An individual's jaw structure can affect the stability of 
the disc-chondyle complex in the temporomandibular joint. For example, anatomical factors 
such as congenital abnormality of the disc-chondyle structure or the shape and position of 
the condyle can increase the susceptibility to irregularities. 

2. Injuries and Trauma: Injuries to the temporomandibular joint area, jawbone fractures, jaw 
joint dislocations or blows can lead to disc-chondyle complex irregularities. Conditions such 
as slipped or dislocated disc may occur due to trauma. 

3. Bruxism (clenching and grinding of teeth): Factors such as stress, anxiety or sleep disorders 
can trigger the habit of unconsciously clenching or grinding the teeth. This constant or 
repetitive clenching and grinding can exert excessive force on the temporomandibular joint, 
causing disc-chondyle complex irregularities. 

4. Jaw Joint Overuse: Overuse of the temporomandibular joint, especially consuming hard or 
forceful foods while chewing, can put too much pressure on the jaw joint. Long-term overuse 
can have negative effects on the disc-chondyle complex. 

5. Rheumatoid arthritis and other rheumatologic diseases: Some rheumatologic diseases, 
especially rheumatoid arthritis, can cause inflammation and degenerative changes in joints, 
including the jaw joint and the disc-chondyle complex. 



6. Hormonal Factors: Hormonal changes, especially in women, can contribute to disc-chondyle 
complex irregularities in the temporomandibular joint. Fluctuations in the hormone estrogen 
can trigger such disorders. 

7. Misalignment of Teeth and Malocclusion: Misalignment of the teeth, a bad bite 
(malocclusion) or misalignment of the teeth can cause pressure on the disc-chondyle complex 
in the temporomandibular joint and contribute to irregularities. 

These factors may play a role in the development of disc-chondyle complex irregularities in the 
temporomandibular joint. However, each individual may be different and in some cases the exact 
cause may not be identified. 

7. What are the symptoms of disc-chondyle complex irregularities in the temporomandibular joint? 

Disc-chondyle complex irregularities in the temporomandibular joint can cause different symptoms. 
These symptoms may include 

1. Jaw Pain: The most common symptom is jaw pain. The pain is usually felt in or around the 
jaw joint and can sometimes radiate to the head, neck or face. The pain can be constant or 
intermittent and can vary in intensity. 

2. Jaw Joint Noises: Disc-chondyle irregularities can cause jaw joint noises. These include 
crunching, clicking, clicking or locking sounds. These sounds can be heard when moving the 
jaw or opening and closing the mouth. 

3. Limitation or Restriction of Jaw Movement: Disc-chondyle irregularities can restrict or limit 
jaw movements. There may be a feeling of stiffness, snapping or restriction when opening or 
closing the mouth. 

4. Headache: Temporomandibular joint irregularities can sometimes cause headaches. These 
headaches are usually felt in the temples or the back of the head and can be migraine-like 
headaches. 

5. Ear Pain and Hearing Problems: Problems in the temporomandibular joint can cause pain or 
discomfort in the ear area. Tinnitus or hearing problems can also occur. 

6. Facial Muscle Tension or Spasm: Irregularities in the temporomandibular joint can lead to 
tension or spasms in the facial muscles. This can manifest as tightening or overstretching of 
the facial muscles. 

7. Tooth Sensitivity: Disc-chondyle irregularities can lead to tooth sensitivity due to excessive 
pressure or friction on the teeth. 

8. Difficulty Opening or Closing the Mouth: Irregularities in the temporomandibular joint can 
cause difficulty opening or closing the mouth. It may be difficult to open or close the mouth 
due to limitation of jaw joint movements or pain. 

These symptoms can vary in each individual and symptoms can often vary depending on factors such 
as stress, activity level and the severity of the irregularities. If you are experiencing such symptoms, it 
is important to be evaluated by a dentist or maxillofacial surgeon. 

 

 



 
 
 

8. Treatment of disc-chondyle complex irregularities in the temporomandibular joint 

Treatment of disc-chondyle complex irregularities in the temporomandibular joint can vary 
depending on the severity of the symptoms and the type of irregularity. Below you can find 
commonly used treatment methods: 

1. Mouth Guard Devices: These are special appliances made to fit the jaw joint and teeth. 
Mouth guards can relieve symptoms by reducing teeth clenching or grinding habits and 
reducing stress on the jaw joint. 

2. Physical Therapy: Physical therapy supports the jaw joint with techniques such as 
strengthening the jaw joint muscles, stretching exercises, heat/cold therapy, massage and 
electrotherapy. This treatment method can reduce pain, improve jaw mobility and relieve 
muscle spasms. 

3. Medication Therapy: Nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) can be used to reduce 
pain and inflammation. Muscle relaxants or antidepressants can also help manage 
symptoms in some cases. 

4. Stress Management: Stress can be a factor in temporomandibular joint disorders such as 
bruxism or teeth clenching and grinding. Stress management techniques can help reduce 
stress through relaxation exercises, meditation, breathing exercises or therapy. 

5. Diet and soft foods: It is important to avoid hard and challenging foods that put too much 
strain on the chewing muscles. Including more soft foods, soups, purees and liquids in your 
diet can relieve symptoms. 

6. Surgical Intervention: In rare cases, severe and refractory temporomandibular joint disorders 
may require surgical intervention. Surgical options may include disc repair, disc replacement 
or jaw joint reconstruction. 

The treatment plan is determined depending on the individual situation and the severity of the 
symptoms. Therefore, your maxillofacial surgeon or dentist will assess and provide you with a 
customized treatment plan to recommend the most appropriate treatment options. 

9. What are the structural disorders of the temporomandibular joint surfaces? 

Structural disorders of the temporomandibular joint surfaces refer to abnormalities in the anatomical 
structure between the jaw joint and the disc-chondyle complex. These disorders may include 

1. Disc Dislocation: The disc in the temporomandibular joint can slip or dislocate over the 
condyle. There are two types of disc dislocation: anterior dislocation (the disc slipping 
forward on the condyle) and posterior dislocation (the disc slipping backward on the 
condyle). These conditions can cause pain, clicking, crunching and restrictions in jaw 
movements. 

2. Disc Dysplasia: Although the disc between the disc and condyle complex is in its normal 
position, it may become abnormally thickened, hardened or have changes in its structure. 



This is called disc dysplasia and can lead to symptoms such as pain, restricted jaw 
movements and jaw joint noises. 

3. Condyle Deformities: The condyle is the bony structure that provides movement on the jaw 
joint. Structural defects in the condyle can be caused by congenital abnormalities or trauma. 
Condyle deformities can restrict jaw movements, cause pain and affect jaw joint function. 

4. Joint Capsule Problems: The joint capsule surrounding the temporomandibular joint consists 
of connective tissue and ligaments that support joint movements. The joint capsule can 
become loose, stiff or inflamed. These conditions can restrict jaw movements and cause pain. 

5. Arthrosis: Structural defects in the temporomandibular joint can contribute to the early 
development of arthrosis (wear and degeneration of articular cartilage) in the joint. Arthrosis 
can lead to symptoms such as joint pain, stiffness, restricted movement and jaw joint noises. 

These structural disorders can cause pain in the temporomandibular joint, restricted movement, jaw 
joint noises and other symptoms. In this case, it is important to be evaluated by an oral surgeon or 
dentist and determine the appropriate treatment plan. 

10. What are the symptoms of structural disorders of the temporomandibular joint surfaces? 

Structural disorders of the temporomandibular joint surfaces can cause different symptoms. These 
symptoms may include: 

1. Jaw Pain: The most common symptom is jaw pain. The pain is usually felt in or around the 
jaw joint. The pain can be constant or intermittent and can vary in intensity. 

2. Jaw Joint Noises: Structural disorders can lead to jaw joint noises. These noises include 
crunching, clicking, clicking or locking sounds. These sounds can be heard when moving the 
jaw or opening and closing the mouth. 

3. Restricted or stiff jaw movements: Structural disorders can restrict or limit jaw movements. 
There may be a feeling of stiffness, snapping or restriction when opening or closing the 
mouth. 

4. Headache: Disorders of the temporomandibular joint surfaces can sometimes cause 
headaches. These headaches are usually felt in the temples or the back of the head and can 
be migraine-like headaches. 

5. Facial Pain: Structural disorders can cause pain in the facial area. Pain can be felt in different 
parts of the face, such as the cheeks, temples, eyes and ears. 

6. Ear Pain and Hearing Problems: Structural disorders in the temporomandibular joint can 
cause pain or discomfort in the ear area. Tinnitus or hearing problems can also occur. 

7. Tooth Sensitivity: Structural disorders can lead to tooth sensitivity due to excessive pressure 
or friction on the teeth during jaw movements. 

These symptoms may differ in each individual and symptoms can often vary depending on activity 
level, stress and the severity of the structural disorder. If you are experiencing such symptoms, it is 
important to be evaluated by a dentist or maxillofacial surgeon. 

 
 
 



 
 

11. What are the causes of structural disorders of the temporomandibular joint surfaces? 

The causes of structural disorders of the temporomandibular joint surfaces can be due to a variety of 
factors. Here are some common causes: 

1. Trauma: Trauma to the jaw, face or head can lead to structural disorders of the 
temporomandibular joint surfaces. For example, jaw fractures or facial trauma can cause 
deformations of the joint surfaces. 

2. Excessive Jaw Movements: Excessive jaw movements, chewing habits or parafunctional 
habits such as teeth clenching/grinding can cause wear, stress and deformations of the 
temporomandibular joint surfaces. 

3. Structural Anomalies: Congenital or genetically inherited structural anomalies can lead to 
malformations of the temporomandibular joint surfaces. For example, developmental 
abnormalities of the jaw joint or the disc-chondyle complex can cause structural defects. 

4. Poor dental alignment: Incompatible or misaligned upper and lower teeth can cause pressure 
and unequal loads on the temporomandibular joint surfaces. This can contribute to the 
development of structural disorders. 

5. Joint inflammation or rheumatologic diseases: Inflammation or rheumatologic diseases (e.g. 
rheumatoid arthritis) of the joint capsule or the surfaces of the jaw joint can cause structural 
disorders. 

6. Articular Cartilage Degeneration: Various factors can lead to wear and degeneration of 
articular cartilage over time. In this case, structural defects may develop on the joint 
surfaces. 

The above-mentioned causes can contribute to the development of structural disorders of the 
temporomandibular joint surfaces. However, the causes may differ in each individual and in some 
cases, a definitive cause may not be identified. Structural disorders are often the result of a 
combination of multiple factors. 

12. Treatment of structural disorders of the temporomandibular joint surfaces 

Treatment of structural disorders of the temporomandibular joint surfaces can vary depending on the 
severity of the symptoms, the type of disorder and the individual patient's condition. Here are some 
of the commonly used treatment methods: 

1. Conservative Treatment: Conservative treatment methods are usually preferred for patients 
with mild or moderate symptoms. These treatments include the following: 

○ Mouth guards: Custom-made appliances can relieve symptoms by reducing stress on 
the jaw joint. 

○ Physical therapy: Physical therapy methods such as exercises, muscle relaxation 
techniques, massage and heat/cold therapy can improve jaw mobility, reduce pain 
and relieve muscle spasms. 



○ Medication: Nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) or muscle relaxants can 
be used to reduce pain and inflammation. 

○ Diet and lifestyle changes: Changes such as eating soft foods, avoiding habits that 
put excessive strain on the jaw joint (for example, clenching or grinding teeth), stress 
management and relaxation techniques can relieve symptoms. 

2. Directed Treatments: Treatments may be directed at a specific structural disorder. For 
example, in the case of disc dislocation or dysplasia, jaw surgery may be considered for disc 
replacement or structural correction. For condyle deformities, methods such as condyle 
replacement or reconstructive surgery can be used. 

3. Surgical Intervention: In rare cases and when other treatment options have failed or 
symptoms are severe, surgical intervention may be necessary. Surgical options may include 
jaw joint arthroplasty, arthroscopy, disc repair or replacement, condyle replacement or jaw 
joint reconstruction. 

The treatment plan is individually determined based on the patient's symptoms, diagnosis and needs. 
A maxillofacial surgeon or dentist will evaluate the treatment options appropriate for the type of 
structural disorder and work with you to recommend the most appropriate treatment plan. 

13. What are the inflammatory disorders of the temporomandibular joint? 

Inflammatory conditions of the temporomandibular joint (TMJ) can include: 

1. Temporomandibular Joint Arthritis: It is an inflammatory condition in the 
temporomandibular joint. It can develop as a result of autoimmune diseases such as 
rheumatoid arthritis, ankylosing spondylitis or infections. In this case, symptoms such as joint 
pain, swelling, redness, limitation of movement and dysfunction can be seen. 

2. Discitis The disk of the temporomandibular joint does not fit properly between the joint 
surfaces or slips out of place. This can lead to inflammation and swelling of the joint. 
Symptoms can include pain, jaw locking, jaw joint noises and restricted jaw movements. 

3. Bursitis: The synovial bursa in the temporomandibular joint can become inflamed as a result 
of overload or trauma. Bursitis can lead to symptoms such as pain, swelling and tenderness 
associated with jaw movements. 

4. Intra-articular Inflammation: Inflammation of the synovial fluid within the joint can cause 
pain, swelling and restricted movement in the temporomandibular joint. This condition can 
often be caused by trauma, joint overuse or autoimmune diseases. 

5. Miositis: It is defined as inflammation of the chewing muscles around the 
temporomandibular joint. Miositis can cause symptoms such as jaw pain, muscle tension, 
tenderness and stiffness. 

These inflammatory conditions often present with common symptoms such as jaw pain, restricted 
movement, jaw joint noises and chewing difficulties. Treatment varies depending on the severity of 
the symptoms and the underlying causes. In the case of inflammation, treatment can often include 
medications (anti-inflammatories, corticosteroids), physical therapy, mouthguard appliances, and 
dietary and lifestyle changes aimed at alleviating symptoms. In severe cases, surgical intervention 
may be required. Therefore, the correct diagnosis and treatment plan should be determined in 
consultation with a dentist or maxillofacial surgeon. 



 

14. What are the causes of inflammatory diseases of the TMJ? 

The causes of inflammatory diseases of the temporomandibular joint (TMJ) can be varied. Here are 
some common causes: 

1. Autoimmune Diseases: Autoimmune diseases occur when the body's immune system attacks 
its own tissues. Such diseases can cause inflammation in the temporomandibular joint. For 
example, autoimmune diseases such as rheumatoid arthritis and ankylosing spondylitis can 
lead to temporomandibular joint inflammation. 

2. Infections: Infections in the temporomandibular joint can affect the joint capsule or 
surrounding tissues and cause inflammation. These infections can often be bacterial 
infections or viral infections. For example, septic arthritis (joint infection) can lead to 
temporomandibular joint inflammation. 

3. Trauma: Trauma to the jaw or temporomandibular joint area can cause inflammation in the 
joint. Damage to the tissues caused by trauma and the healing process can lead to an 
inflammatory response. 

4. Joint overload: The temporomandibular joint is a joint that is constantly used during daily 
activities such as chewing and speaking. Excessive jaw movements, parafunctional habits 
such as clenching or grinding, or poor dental alignment can put excessive stress and pressure 
on the joint, leading to inflammation. 

5. Stress and Anxiety: Stress can cause tension and muscle spasms in the jaw muscles. This can 
trigger inflammation in the temporomandibular joint. 

6. Metabolic Disorders: Some metabolic disorders can lead to a general state of inflammation 
in the body. This inflammation can also affect the temporomandibular joint. 

7. Genetic Factors: Genetic predisposition can increase the susceptibility to inflammatory 
diseases in the temporomandibular joint. 

The causes of inflammatory diseases of the temporomandibular joint can be complex and are often 
the result of a combination of multiple factors. The signs and severity of the associated symptoms 
can vary depending on the underlying causes. Therefore, the correct diagnosis and treatment plan 
should be determined in consultation with a dentist or maxillofacial surgeon. 

15. What are the symptoms of inflammatory diseases of the temporomandibular joint (TMJ)? 

The symptoms of inflammatory diseases of the temporomandibular joint (TMJ) can vary depending 
on the type and severity of the disease. However, the following may be among the common 
symptoms: 

1. Pain: Pain in the temporomandibular joint area is the most common symptom. Pain can be 
felt in the jaw joint, jaw muscles, ear or facial area. The pain can often increase during 
chewing, speaking or jaw movements. 

2. Clicking or grinding in the joint: When there is inflammation in the temporomandibular joint, 
clicking, squeaking or clicking sounds can be heard during joint movements. These sounds 



may occur due to friction between the joint surfaces or irregularities in the disc-chondyle 
complex. 

3. Jaw Locking: When inflammation is severe, jaw locking can occur in the temporomandibular 
joint. In this case, there may be temporary limitation of movement when opening or closing 
the jaw. 

4. Chewing Difficulty: Inflammation of the temporomandibular joint can cause difficulty in 
chewing. It may be difficult to chew food due to pain or restriction during jaw movements. 

5. Facial and Ear Pain: Temporomandibular joint inflammation can cause widespread pain in 
the face. This pain can often be felt in the jaw, cheeks, temples or ears. 

6. Headache: Temporomandibular joint inflammation can sometimes be associated with 
headaches. Pain can be felt especially in the temporal region or in the nape of the neck. 

7. Jaw Joint Tenderness: The joint area and its surroundings can be tender to the touch. This 
tenderness can be felt by palpation or touch. 

Symptoms may vary from individual to individual and may have an impact on the characteristics and 
severity of the disease. If you are experiencing symptoms related to the temporomandibular joint, it 
is important to consult a dentist or maxillofacial surgeon to get an accurate diagnosis and treatment 
plan. 

16. What are the treatment options for inflammatory diseases of the temporomandibular joint 
(TMJ)? 

Treatment for inflammatory diseases of the temporomandibular joint (TMJ) can vary depending on 
the type of disease, severity of symptoms and underlying causes. Here are some common treatment 
options: 

1. Medication: Anti-inflammatory drugs (nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs) can be used to 
reduce inflammation and control symptoms. Painkillers may also be prescribed to relieve 
pain. In some cases, corticosteroid injections may also be used. 

2. Physical Therapy: Physical therapy can be effective in managing temporomandibular joint 
inflammation. This can include techniques such as strengthening the jaw muscles, stretching 
exercises, hot and cold applications, massage and electrotherapy. Physical therapy can be 
used to improve jaw joint mobility, reduce muscle tension and relieve pain. 

3. Mouthguards: Parafunctional habits such as nighttime teeth clenching or grinding can 
trigger temporomandibular joint inflammation. In this case, mouth guards can be used. By 
protecting your teeth, these appliances relax the jaw muscles and reduce stress on the joint. 

4. Lifestyle Changes: It is important to remember that stress can affect the jaw muscles. 
Techniques such as stress management techniques, relaxation exercises, meditation or yoga 
can help manage temporomandibular joint inflammation. Also, avoiding hard foods, 
controlling jaw movements and not overstraining the chewing muscles are important in the 
treatment process. 

5. Dietary Changes: Certain foods can trigger temporomandibular joint symptoms. Avoiding 
hard, firm or hard-chewing foods and limiting overly spicy or acidic foods can reduce 
symptoms. 



6. Surgical Intervention: Surgical intervention may be considered in cases where therapeutic 
methods are not effective or in severe cases. Surgical options may include procedures such as 
joint surgery, disc reconstruction or jaw arthroplasty. 

Treatment options will vary depending on the characteristics of the disease and the individual 
situation. Therefore, it is important to consult a dentist or maxillofacial surgeon to get the right 
diagnosis and treatment plan. 

17. What are the causes of chronic mandibular hypermobility and ankylosis? 

The causes of chronic mandibular hypermobility and ankylosis are different. Here are the causes of 
each: 

Chronic Mandibular Hypermobility: Chronic mandibular hypermobility is a condition characterized by 
excessive mobility and loss of stability over the temporomandibular joint (TMJ). The causes of this 
condition can be 

1. Weakness of Ligaments and Tissues: Weakness of the ligaments and tissues that keep the 
temporomandibular joint stable can lead to greater than normal jaw joint movements. This 
can be caused by genetic factors or congenital connective tissue disorders. 

2. Jaw Joint Injuries: Trauma can affect the ligaments and tissues over the jaw joint, causing 
chronic mandibular hypermobility. For example, jaw dislocations or jaw fractures can lead to 
this condition. 

3. Rheumatologic Diseases: Some rheumatologic diseases can contribute to chronic mandibular 
hypermobility by causing connective tissue disorders and increased joint mobility. For 
example, diseases such as Ehlers-Danlos syndrome can lead to this condition. 

Ankylosis Ankylosis is a condition that causes limitation of movement and stiffness in the 
temporomandibular joint. The causes of this condition can be the following: 

1. Trauma and Injuries: Trauma or injuries affecting the temporomandibular joint can cause 
damage to the joint surfaces, which can lead to ankylosis. For example, jaw fractures can 
lead to scar tissue formation in the joint capsule and restrict joint movements. 

2. Joint Inflammation: Infections or inflammatory diseases affecting the temporomandibular 
joint can lead to inflammation and textural changes in the joint surfaces. This can lead to 
restricted joint mobility and ankylosis. 

3. Rheumatologic Diseases: Some rheumatologic diseases can cause inflammation and 
deformation of the joint surfaces, leading to ankylosis. For example, diseases such as 
ankylosing spondylitis can contribute to the development of ankylosis in the 
temporomandibular joint. 

4. Genetic Factors: Some genetic disorders can cause abnormalities of the articular surfaces in 
the temporomandibular joint and ankylosis. 

When faced with temporomandibular joint problems such as chronic mandibular hypermobility or 
ankylosis, it is important to consult a dentist or maxillofacial surgeon to get a proper diagnosis and 
treatment plan. 



 

 

 

18. What are the symptoms of chronic mandibular hypermobility and ankylosis? 

Chronic mandibular hypermobility and ankylosis lead to different symptoms depending on mobility 
problems in the temporomandibular joint. Here are the common symptoms of each: 

Chronic Mandibular Hypermobility: 

1. Pain: Pain sensations in the jaw joint area, jaw muscles or face can be a common symptom. 
The pain can often increase during chewing, speaking or jaw movements. 

2. Jaw Locking: When the jaw joint is overly mobile, jaw locking can sometimes occur. In this 
case, there may be temporary restriction of movement when opening or closing the jaw. 

3. Jaw Squeaking and Clicking: Mandibular hypermobility can cause squeaking, clicking or 
clicking sounds in jaw joint movements. These sounds can be caused by friction between the 
joint surfaces. 

4. Headache Headaches due to chronic mandibular hypermobility can be common. Pain may be 
felt especially in the temporal or temporal regions. 

5. Facial Muscle Tension: Tension in the jaw muscles may be felt due to hypermobility. It can 
cause symptoms of muscle spasms and excessive muscle tension. 

Ankylosis: 

1. Limitation of Movement: Ankylosis causes limitation of movement in the temporomandibular 
joint. There may be difficulty or complete restriction of movement when opening or closing 
the jaw. 

2. Jaw Locking: Ankylosis can cause jaw locking. In this case, the jaw is locked in an open or 
closed position and cannot move. 

3. Pain: Ankylosis can cause pain in the jaw joint area. The pain can often increase when trying 
to move or when there is difficulty with jaw movements. 

4. Facial Asymmetry: If ankylosis progresses, facial asymmetry can be observed on the affected 
side of the jaw joint. There may be a misalignment of the jaw or a distortion of facial 
symmetry. 

These symptoms may vary from person to person and may have an impact on the severity and 
characteristics of the disease. If chronic mandibular hypermobility or ankylosis is suspected, it is 
important to get an accurate diagnosis and treatment plan from a dentist or maxillofacial surgeon. 

 

19. What are the treatment options for chronic mandibular hypermobility and ankylosis? 



Treatment options for chronic mandibular hypermobility and ankylosis can vary depending on the 
severity of the disease, symptoms and underlying causes. Here are some of the common treatment 
options: 

Chronic Mandibular Hypermobility: 

1. Mouth Protective Appliances: Specially made mouthguards or splints can be used to control 
jaw joint movements, relax the jaw muscles and reduce stress on the joint. These appliances 
can be used day or night. 

2. Physical Therapy: Physical therapy can be used to strengthen the temporomandibular joint 
and surrounding muscles, perform stretching exercises and relieve pain. This treatment 
method includes techniques such as special exercises, massage, hot or cold therapy guided by 
a physiotherapist. 

3. Painkillers and Anti-inflammatory Drugs: Painkillers and nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory 
drugs (NSAIDs) can be used to reduce pain and inflammation. However, you should discuss 
the long-term use of these medications with your doctor. 

4. Stress Management: Stress can affect the jaw muscles and worsen the symptoms of 
hypermobility. Stress management techniques can help reduce stress levels using methods 
such as relaxation exercises, meditation or therapy. 

Ankylosis: 

1. Physical Therapy: Physical therapy plays an important role in the treatment of ankylosis. 
Physical therapy uses specialized exercises and manipulations to increase jaw joint mobility. 
Programs guided by a physical therapist are applied to improve joint mobility and muscle 
function. 

2. Surgical Intervention: If ankylosis is severe and other treatment methods are not effective, 
surgical intervention may be required. Surgical options may include procedures such as 
loosening the joint with ankylosis or joint reconstruction or prosthetic placement to correct 
ankylosis. However, the patient's condition should be carefully assessed and the advice of a 
maxillofacial surgeon should be sought to make the surgical decision. 

The treatment plan should be individually determined depending on the patient's condition and the 
severity of symptoms. Therefore, it is important to consult a dentist or maxillofacial surgeon and 
consider appropriate treatment options. 

20. What are the growth disorders of the temporomandibular joint? 

Temporomandibular joint (TMJ) growth disorders refer to abnormalities in the normal growth and 
development of bones and tissues in the jaw and facial region. These disorders can develop due to a 
variety of factors. Here are some common temporomandibular joint growth disorders: 

1. Micrognathia: Micrognathia is a condition in which the lower jaw is smaller or set backwards 
than normal. This can be caused by abnormalities in the normal growth and development of 
the jaw bones. Micrognathia can lead to facial aesthetic and functional problems. 

2. Macrognathia Macrognathia is a condition in which the lower jaw is larger or more 
forwardly set than normal. This condition can occur as a result of overgrowth or 



abnormalities of the jaw bones during the normal growth process. Macrognathia can cause 
aesthetic and functional problems in the face. 

3. Backward Facial Growth: Retrograde facial growth is a condition in which the jaw and facial 
bones develop backwards in the normal growth process. This can cause problems in the 
harmony between the upper and lower jaw and affect facial aesthetics. 

4. Forward Facial Growth: Forward facial growth is a condition in which the jaw and facial 
bones develop forward in the normal growth process. In this case, an abnormal relationship 
between the upper and lower jaw and facial aesthetic problems may occur. 

5. Asymmetry: Temporomandibular joint growth disorders may result in facial asymmetry. In 
this case, one side of the jaw bones may be larger or smaller than the other, and facial 
features may not be symmetrical. 

6. Joint Abnormalities: Abnormalities in the temporomandibular joint may include conditions 
such as incompatibility of the joint surfaces, disc problems or deformation of the joint 
capsule. These abnormalities can lead to restricted jaw movements, pain and other TMJ 
symptoms. 

While temporomandibular joint growth disorders often affect jaw and facial aesthetics, in some 
cases they can also lead to functional problems such as chewing function and speech. Treatment 
options are determined depending on the patient's condition and the severity of symptoms and may 
include surgical or orthodontic interventions, the use of mouthpieces, rehabilitation programs, etc. 
Therefore, it is important to consult a dentist or maxillofacial surgeon. 

 

21. What are the causes of growth disorders of the temporomandibular joint? 

The causes of temporomandibular joint (TMJ) growth disorders can vary depending on various 
factors. Here are some common causes: 

1. Genetic Factors: Some temporomandibular joint growth disorders may occur as a result of a 
genetic predisposition. A family history of abnormalities of the jaw or facial structure may 
increase the likelihood of such disorders. 

2. Intrauterine Factors: Various factors that babies are exposed to in utero during development 
can contribute to temporomandibular joint growth disorders. These can include pressure in 
the uterus, intrauterine infections, abnormal positioning or restricted movement. 

3. Hormonal Factors: Hormonal changes can affect the temporomandibular joint growth 
process. Especially during puberty, hormonal fluctuations can cause abnormalities in the jaw 
bones. 

4. Trauma: Trauma to the face or jaw area can cause abnormalities in the temporomandibular 
joint. Trauma, especially in childhood, can affect the normal development of the jaw bones. 

5. Excessive Functional Load: Excessive functional loads such as constant jaw clenching and 
teeth grinding that affect the temporomandibular joint can cause abnormalities in the joint 
and jaw structure. 

6. Intrauterine and Postnatal Growth and Development Disorders: Factors such as improper 
breastfeeding habits during infancy or failure to treat orthodontic problems early in 
childhood can trigger temporomandibular joint growth disorders. 



A combination of these factors or other factors can lead to temporomandibular joint growth 
disorders. Each individual's situation is different and the exact cause of the growth disorder may be 
patient-specific. It is important to consult a dentist or maxillofacial surgeon for an accurate diagnosis. 

22. What are the symptoms of growth disorders of the temporomandibular joint? 

 

Symptoms associated with temporomandibular joint (TMJ) growth disorders can vary depending on 
the type and severity of the disorder. However, the following symptoms can usually occur: 

1. Jaw Asymmetry: Temporomandibular joint growth disorders can result in jaw asymmetry. It 
can manifest itself with one side being larger or smaller than the other. 

2. Facial Aesthetic Problems: Temporomandibular joint growth disorders can cause facial 
symmetry problems and changes in the facial profile. This may lead to aesthetic concerns. 

3. Jaw Movement Restriction: Temporomandibular joint growth disorders may cause restriction 
in jaw movements. Difficulty or pain may be seen in jaw opening, closing or side movements. 

4. Mouth Opening Problems: Growth disorders can affect the ability to open the mouth. The 
mouth may not open fully or may feel tight when closing. 

5. Chewing Problems: Temporomandibular joint growth disorders can affect chewing function. 
Problems such as pain when chewing, jaw locking, jaw jamming or difficulty chewing may 
occur. 

6. Pain and discomfort: Growth disorders can cause pain, discomfort or tenderness in and 
around the temporomandibular joint. This pain can sometimes radiate to the face, ears or 
neck. 

7. Headache: Temporomandibular joint growth disorders can cause headaches. Especially 
severe or recurrent headaches can be a symptom of jaw and TMJ problems. 

These symptoms can be caused by temporomandibular joint growth disorders, but can also be signs 
of other jaw and TMJ disorders. Therefore, it is important to get an accurate diagnosis by consulting 
a dentist or maxillofacial surgeon. 

 
23. Treatment of growth disorders of the temporomandibular joint 

Treatment of temporomandibular joint (TMJ) growth disorders is determined depending on the 
patient's condition and the severity of symptoms. The treatment plan usually requires a 
multidisciplinary approach and may include 

1. Orthodontic treatment: Orthodontic appliances can be used to align the jaw and teeth. These 
may be appliances designed to correct jaw position, correct jaw asymmetry or guide jaw 
movements. 

2. Surgical Intervention: In some cases, surgical intervention may be necessary. Surgical 
treatment options may include reshaping the jaw bones, jaw joint surgery or implant 
applications. Surgical intervention is usually preferred for more severe growth disorders and 
when other treatment methods are inadequate. 



3. Physical Therapy: Physical therapy can be used to relieve symptoms associated with 
temporomandibular joint growth disorders and improve jaw mobility. These may include hot 
or cold compresses, massage, muscle exercises and therapeutic approaches to improve jaw 
mobility. 

4. Mouthpiece Use: In some cases, the use of a mouthpiece may be recommended to correct 
jaw position or limit jaw movements. A mouthguard can relieve symptoms by reducing 
pressure on the temporomandibular joint. 

5. Psychological Support: Temporomandibular joint growth disorders can cause psychological 
stress and anxiety due to pain, aesthetic problems and functional limitations. Therefore, it is 
important that patients receive psychological support. A counseling or therapy program can 
be considered to provide this. 

The treatment plan is individualized according to the patient's condition and severity of symptoms. It 
is therefore important to be assessed by a qualified health professional, such as a dentist, 
maxillofacial surgeon or orthodontist, and appropriate treatment options determined. 

 


