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Supplementary Table 1. Concept map of the search strategy
Criteria Search

Population (1) De novo
(2) Kidney transplant
(3) Renal transplant 

Intervention (1) mTOR inhibitor
(2) Calcineurin inhibitor, mammalian target of rapamycin inhibitor 
(3) mTOR inhibitor, mTOR-I, rapamycin, everolimus
(4) CNI
(5) Cyclosporin, cyclosporine, Neoral, Sandimmune, CsA, tacrolimus, Prograf, FK506

Comparator (1) MMF, mycophenolic acid
(2) mycophenolate mofetil 
(3) CellCept 
(4) EC-MPS, enteric-coated mycophenolate sodium 
(5) Antiproliferative agent

mTOR, mammalian target of rapamycin; CNI, calcineurin inhibitor; CsA, cyclosporine; MMF, mycophenolate mofetil; MPS, mycophenolate sodium; EC-
MPS, enteric coated mycophenolate sodium.
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Supplementary Table 3. Search strategy for Cochrane
ID Search Hits

#1 (mammalian target of rapamycin inhibitor):ti,ab,kw OR (mTOR inhibitor):ti,ab,kw OR (mTOR-I):ti,ab,kw OR (rapamycin):ti,ab,kw OR 
(Rapamune):ti,ab,kw (Word variations have been searched)

2,185

#2 (everolimus):ti,ab,kw OR (sirolimus):ti,ab,kw OR (CNI):ti,ab,kw OR (ciclosporin):ti,ab,kw OR (cyclosporine):ti,ab,kw (Word variations 
have been searched)

13,763

#3 (Neoral):ti,ab,kw OR (Sandimmune):ti,ab,kw OR (CsA):ti,ab,kw OR (tacrolimus):ti,ab,kw OR (Prograf):ti,ab,kw (Word variations have 
been searched)

8,617

#4 #1 or #2 or #3 18,731
#5 (MPA):ti,ab,kw OR (mycophenolic acid):ti,ab,kw OR (MMF):ti,ab,kw OR (mycophenolate mofetil):ti,ab,kw OR (CellCept):ti,ab,kw (Word 

variations have been searched)
6,696

#6 (EC-MPS):ti,ab,kw OR (enteric-coated mycophenolate sodium):ti,ab,kw OR (antiproliferative agent):ti,ab,kw (Word variations have 
been searched)

698

#7 #5 or #6 7,108
#8 ("kidney transplantation"):ti,ab,kw OR ("renal transplant recipient"):ti,ab,kw AND (de novo):ti,ab,kw AND (adult):ti,ab,kw (Word 

variations have been searched)
8,344

#9 (RCT):ti,ab,kw OR ("randomized control trial"):ti,ab,kw OR ("randomized clinical trial"):ti,ab,kw OR ("randomized controlled 
study"):ti,ab,kw OR ("randomized prospective studies"):ti,ab,kw (Word variations have been searched)

646,260

#10 #4 AND #7 AND #8 AND #9 665
Search name: TRANSPLANT META; Date run: 21/08/2022 05:54:19.
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Supplementary Table 5. Inclusion and exclusion criteria for study selection
Criteria Detail

Inclusion criteria
Population Adult patients (>18 years old) with kidney transplant
Intervention Maintenance immunosuppression with everolimus+CNI
Comparison Maintenance immunosuppression with mycophenolate+CNI
Outcomes Biopsy-proven acute rejection, graft function, mortality
Study design Randomized controlled trials

Exclusion criteria
Population Combined organ transplant, ABO incompatibility, transplant of other organs such as heart, liver, etc.
Intervention and comparison Other immunosuppression combination such as azathioprine+CNI, MMF+mycophenolate
Outcomes Studies that did not assess the outcomes of interest
Study design Studies other than randomized controlled trials, ongoing trials with no results

CNI, calcineurin inhibitor; MMF, mycophenolate mofetil.


