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Supplementary Fig. 1. Schematic representation of the study design. D2T, difficult-to-treat; UC, ulcerative colitis.

Non-D2T UC (controls)
• �Those who did not meet any of the criteria for patients with D2T UC and could be 

followed for 2 or more years after the index date
• �Followed up to 1 day before 2 years after the index date

6-month baseline period

6-month baseline period

D2T UC (cases)
• Defined as those who met any of the following criteria:

· �2 or more switches of advanced therapies, or surgery within  
2 years after the index date

• Followed up to the earliest of the following:
· �1 day before 2 years after the index date
· Date of the first surgery for UC
· Last date when any medical practice was confirmed in the database

Matched (1:1) by the index year

Period during which any medical practice was confirmed in the database

Index date
(the start date of the first advanced therapy)




