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Neck circumference
DLE Non-DLE Mean Difference Mean Difference

Study or Subgroup  Mean  SD Total Mean SD Total Weight IV, Random, 95% Cl IV, Random, 95% CI
2111A
Cheng 2020 39.85 B.26 897 3657 513 113 125% 32B[1.72 4.84] -
Jin 2016 39.87 2,34 35 3ITES 273 158 1B4% 1.92[1.04, 2.80] —
Liz2017 33.09 4.09 35 3277 1.86 55 13.2% 0.32[1.12,1.76] -
Subtotal (95% CI) 167 326 42.1% 1.82 [0.39, 3.26] =i
Heterogeneity: Tau®=1.18; Chi*=T7 .56, df= 2 (P=0.02); F=T74%
Testfor averall effect Z= 2,48 (P = 0.01)
211.2B
Paul 2016 3786 3.26 31 3551 3.88 96 13.6% 23500498 372 -
Subtotal (95% CI) 3 86 13.6% 2.35[0.98, 3.72] e
Heterogeneity. Mot applicable
Testfor overall effect: 2= 3.35 (P =0.0008)
211.3C
Chen 2019 4288 375 63 3861 413 121 14T% 4.37[3.18, 5.45] —=
Liu 2021 41.26 317 52 3786 1.46 98 16.3% 3.40[2.49, 4.31] -
Subtotal (95% Cl) 115 219 31.0% 3.81[2.87, 4.75] e
Heterogeneity, TauwF=018; Chi®=1.62, df=1 {P = 0.20) F=38%
Testfor overall effect: 2= 7 .95 (P = 0.00001)
2114D
Huang 2016 468 EB5 B 471 88 52 23%  -0.30[-6.04, 5.44] 4 *
Liu 2022 41,36 3.98 22 3931 3.67 T3 O10.9% 2.05[018, 3.91] -
Subtotal (95% Cl) 28 125 13.3% 1.83 [0.05, 3.60] e SRR R ——
Heterogeneity: Tau®= 0.00; Chi*= 058, df=1 (P =045} F=0%
Testfor overall effect, £2=2.02 (P =0.04)
Total (95% CI) 341 756 100.0% 2.50 [1.56, 3.44] . ad
Heterogeneity, Tau?=1.19; Chi#= 25.61, df= 7 (P = 0.0006); F= 73% ) + 7 ! 1

Testfor averall effect £= 522 (P = 0.00001)
Test for suboroun differences: Chi*= 776 df= 3 (P = 0051 F=61.3%
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Supplementary Fig. 6. Forest plot illustrating the differences of neck circumference between four subgroups. DLE, difficult laryngeal exposure;

SD, standard deviation: IV, inverse variance; Cl, confidence interval.



