Supplementary Table 1. The characteristics of the patients enrolled at follow-up 1, according to GA
	Characteristics
	Control group (n = 252)
	MgSO4 group (n = 216)
	P valuea
	Neuroprotection group (n = 100)
	P valueb

	Group A (those with a gestational age of less than 28 wk)

	Maternal characteristics
	
	
	
	
	

	Age, yr
	33.29 ± 3.62
	33.42 ± 3.99
	0.473
	32.39 ± 4.31
	0.324

	Multiple pregnancy
	41/128 (32.03)
	48/119 (40.34)
	0.174
	25/64 (39.06)
	0.334

	Antenatal steroids therapy
	116/128 (90.63)
	106/119 (89.08)
	0.687
	56/64 (87.50)
	0.504

	Cesarean section
	104/128 (81.25)
	97/119 (81.51)
	0.958
	47/64 (73.44)
	0.213

	Histologic chorioamnionitis
	86/128 (67.19)
	56/119 (47.06)
	0.001*
	36/64 (56.25)
	0.138

	Preeclampsia or eclampsia
	4/128 (3.13)
	22/119 (18.49)
	< 0.001*
	0/64 (0.00)
	0.303

	Neonatal characteristics
	
	
	
	
	

	GA, wk
	25.62 ± 1.11
	25.45 ± 1.05
	0.212
	25.53 ± 1.01
	0.538

	Birth weight, g
	850 ± 190
	790 ± 190
	0.022*
	860 ± 180
	0.881

	Male
	67/128 (52.34)
	52 /119 (43.70)
	0.174
	33/64 (51.56)
	0.919

	SGA
	17/128 (13.28)
	23/119 (19.33)
	0.197
	5/64 (7.81)
	0.262

	Apgar score at 1 min 
	4.78 ± 1.67
	4.73 ± 1.48
	0.901
	4.71 ± 1.67
	0.818

	Apgar score at 5 min
	7.15 ± 1.55
	7.25 ± 1.22
	0.933
	7.06 ± 1.21
	0.327

	NEC (stage ≥ 2b)
	7/128 (5.47)
	6/119 (5.04)
	0.881
	5/64 (7.81)
	0.538

	BPD (moderate to severe)
	54/128 (42.19)
	48/119 (40.34)
	0.768
	23/64 (35.94)
	0.405

	IVH (grade ≥ 3)
	10/128 (7.81)
	9/119 (7.56)
	0.941
	4/64 (6.25)
	0.777

	PVL
	16/128 (12.50)
	9/119 (7.56)
	0.199
	4/64 (6.25)
	0.218

	Sepsis
	23/128 (17.97)
	17/119 (14.29)
	0.432
	8/64 (12.50)
	0.332

	ROP (stage ≥ 3)
	41/128 (32.03)
	39/119 (32.77)
	0.901
	17/64 (26.56)
	0.437

	PDA
	104/128 (81.25)
	99/119 (83.19)
	0.690
	54/64 (84.38)
	0.593

	Group B (those with a gestational age of 28 wk or more)

	Maternal characteristics
	
	
	
	
	

	Age, yr
	33.20 ± 3.59
	34.00 ± 4.21
	0.156
	33.61 ± 4.02
	0.602

	Multiple pregnancy
	52/124 (41.94)
	24/97 (24.74)
	0.008*
	6/36 (16.67)
	0.005*

	Antenatal steroids therapy
	114/124 (91.94)
	91/97 (93.81)
	0.593
	34/36 (94.44)
	0.999

	Cesarean section
	103 /124 (83.06)
	80/97 (82.47)
	0.908
	25/36 (69.44)
	0.072

	Histologic chorioamnionitis
	38/124 (30.65)
	22/97 (22.68)
	0.186
	16/36 (44.44)
	0.123

	Preeclampsia or eclampsia
	10/124 (8.06)
	42/97 (43.30)
	< 0.001*
	1/36 (2.78)
	0.458

	Neonatal characteristics
	
	
	
	
	

	GA, wk
	29.22 ± 1.05
	29.31 ± 1.03
	0.547
	29.16 ± 0.97
	0.785

	Birth weight, g
	1,160 ± 220
	1,150 ± 220
	0.795
	1,210 ± 230
	0.164

	Male
	69/124 (55.65)
	52/97 (53.61)
	0.763
	23/36 (63.89)
	0.378

	SGA
	29/124 (23.39)
	25/97 (25.77)
	0.682
	6/36 (16.67)
	0.391

	Apgar score at 1 min 
	6.34 ± 1.73
	6.11 ± 1.81
	0.319
	6.22 ± 1.75
	0.626

	Apgar score at 5 min
	8.23 ± 1.02
	8.16 ± 1.14
	0.771
	8.30 ± 1.16
	0.516

	NEC (stage ≥ 2b)
	1/124 (0.81)
	1/97 (1.03)
	0.999
	1/36 (2.78)
	0.400

	BPD (moderate to severe)
	12/124 (9.68)
	11/96 (11.46)
	0.669
	4/36 (11.11)
	0.759

	IVH (grade ≥3 )
	3/124 (2.42)
	3/97 (3.09)
	0.999
	0/36 (0.00)
	0.999

	PVL
	5/124 (4.03)
	2/97 (2.06)
	0.470
	1/36 (2.78)
	0.999

	Sepsis
	2/124 (1.61)
	3/97 (3.09)
	0.656
	3/36 (8.33)
	0.076

	ROP (stage ≥ 3)
	4/124 (3.23)
	2/97 (2.06)
	0.697
	0/36 (0.00)
	0.575

	PDA
	49/124 (39.52)
	45/97 (46.39)
	0.305
	16/36 (44.44)
	0.596


Data are presented as mean ± standard deviation for continuous variables and as numbers (percentages) for categorical variables. 

MgSO4 = magnesium sulfate, GA = gestational age, SGA = small for gestational age, NEC = necrotizing enterocolitis, BPD = bronchopulmonary dysplasia, IVH = intraventricular hemorrhage, PVL = periventricular leukomalacia, ROP = retinopathy of prematurity, PDA = patent ductus arteriosus.

aMgSO4 group vs. control group; bNeuroprotection group vs. control group.

*P < 0.05. 
