Supplementary Table 3. Results of GEE analysis

	Covariates
	β
	95% CI

	Age, yr
	
	

	< 40 
	Reference
	Reference

	40–49 
	−0.83
	−1.21, −0.44

	50–59 
	−0.87
	−1.27, −0.47

	≥ 60 
	−0.31
	−0.77, 0.15

	Gender
	
	

	Men
	Reference
	Reference

	Women
	0.60
	0.24, 0.95

	Education
	
	

	Middle school or below
	Reference
	Reference

	High school or above
	0.18
	−0.14, 0.50

	Household income
	
	

	Low
	Reference
	Reference

	High
	0.91
	0.69, 1.13

	Marital status
	
	

	Unmarried/Others
	Reference
	Reference

	Married
	0.83
	0.53, 1.13

	Certification
	
	

	No
	Reference
	Reference

	Yes
	0.82
	0.56, 1.08

	Type
	
	

	Occupational injury
	Reference
	Reference

	Occupational disease
	0.31
	−0.13, 0.75

	Disability rating
	
	

	No grade
	Reference
	Reference

	Mild
	−0.14
	−0.49, 0.20

	Moderate-to-severe
	−0.47
	−0.89, −0.05

	Difficulties in activities of daily living
	−0.44
	−0.48, −0.40

	RTW status
	
	

	Non-RTW
	Reference
	Reference

	Re-employed
	1.39
	1.07, 1.70

	Returned to original work
	1.91
	1.54, 2.27


Rosenberg self-esteem scale was treated as a continuous variable. Observations with any missing values were excluded (N = 2,000; Total observations = 8,703).

Independence working correlation structure was used. Regarding the selection of working correlation matrix, the correlation structure representing the minimum quasi-information criterion value was selected. GEE analysis was conducted using R package ‘geepack’.

GEE = generalized estimating equation, CI = confidence interval, RTW = return-to-work.
