Supplementary Table 4. Comparison of characteristics among patients who gained MELD points and those who did not
	Variables
	MELD gain

(n = 2,019)
	No MELD gain

(n = 334)
	P

	Age
	55 (49-62)
	55 (48-60)
	0.110 

	Sex
	
	
	< 0.001

	Male
	1,414 (70.0)
	287 (85.9)
	

	Female
	605 (30.0)
	47 (14.1)
	

	ABO type
	
	
	0.786 

	A
	682 (33.8)
	120 (35.9)
	

	B
	530 (26.3)
	81 (24.3)
	

	AB
	272 (13.5)
	42 (12.6)
	

	O
	535 (26.5)
	91 (27.2)
	

	Underlying disease
	
	
	< 0.001a 

	HCC
	872 (43.2)
	211 (63.2)
	

	Alcoholic
	365 (18.1)
	48 (14.4)
	

	HBV
	382 (18.9)
	35 (10.5)
	

	Biliary Atresia
	4 (0.2)
	 0 (0.0)
	

	Acute hepatitis
	43 (2.1)
	10 (3.0)
	

	HCV
	46 (2.3)
	5 (1.5)
	

	Biliary cirrhosis
	34 (1.7)
	2 (0.6)
	

	Metabolic liver disease
	11 (0.5)
	 0 (0.0)
	

	Others
	262 (13.0)
	23 (6.9)
	

	Ascites
	
	
	< 0.001

	No/minimal
	1,004 (49.7)
	251 (75.1)
	

	Moderate
	507 (25.1)
	47 (14.1)
	

	Severe
	508 (25.2)
	36 (10.8)
	

	MELD
	13 (9–20)
	 9 (7–12)
	< 0.001

	MELD categories
	
	
	< 0.001

	( 20
	1539 (76.2)
	270 (80.8)
	

	21–30
	345 (17.1)
	4 (1.2)
	

	31–37
	122 (6.0)
	5 (1.5)
	

	( 38
	13 (0.6)
	55 (16.5)
	

	Total bilirubin
	 1.9 (1.0–5.4)
	 1.0 (0.7–1.6)
	< 0.001

	INR
	 1.3 (1.1–1.6)
	 1.1 (1.1–1.4)
	0.005 

	Creatinine
	 0.8 (0.6–1.0)
	 0.9 (0.7–1.0)
	< 0.001

	Na
	138 (134–140)
	140 (138–142)
	< 0.001

	Albumin
	 3.0 (2.7–3.6)
	 3.8 (3.4–4.1)
	< 0.001

	On dialysis
	45 (2.2)
	16 (4.8)
	0.011 


Values are presented as number of patients (%) or median (interquartile range).

MELD = model for end-stage liver disease, HCC = hepatocellular carcinoma, HBV = hepatitis B virus, INR = international normalized ratio.
aP values calculated by Fisher’s exact test.
