Supplementary Table 3. Studies excluded after reviewing the primary studies included in the existing SR

	No.
	Source No. of existing SR 
	Authors of primary studies
	Bibliographic information
	Exclusion reason
	Participants 

	1
	SR (29, 34)
	Kise et al./RCT 
	Kise NJ, Risberg MA, Stensrud S, Ranstam J, Engebretsen L, Roos EM. Exercise therapy versus arthroscopic partial meniscectomy for degenerative meniscal tear in middle aged patients: randomised controlled trial with two year follow-up. Br J Sports Med 2016;50(23):1473-80.
	Not target population
	KL0–3/100 out of 140 patients grade 0

	2
	SR (30)
	Merchan and Galindo/RCT
	Merchan EC, Galindo E. Arthroscope-guided surgery versus nonoperative treatment for limited degenerative osteoarthritis of the femorotibial joint in patients over 50 years of age: a prospective comparative study. Arthroscopy 1993;9(6):663-7.
	Not target population
	Patients with femoral arthritis

	3
	SR (32)
	Stensrud et al./RCT
	Stensrud S, Risberg MA, Roos EM. Effect of exercise therapy compared with arthroscopic surgery on knee muscle strength and functional performance in middle-aged patients with degenerative meniscus tears: a 3-mo follow-up of a randomized controlled trial. Am J Phys Med Rehabil 2015;94(6):460-73.
	Not target population
	KL0–1 (no or mild OA)

KL0 (70%), KL1 (20%): about 90% 

	4
	SR (29, 30, 31, 32)
	Gauffin et al./RCT
	Gauffin H, Tagesson S, Meunier A, Magnusson H, Kvist J. Knee arthroscopic surgery is beneficial to middle-aged patients with meniscal symptoms: a prospective, randomised, single-blinded study. Osteoarthritis Cartilage 2014;22(11):1808-16.
	Not target population
	KL0–2 (KL 0: 50%)

KL1 (45%), KL2 (5%)

	5
	SR (29)
	Gauffin et al./RCT
	Gauffin H, Sonesson S, Meunier A, Magnusson H, Kvist J. Knee arthroscopic surgery in middle-aged patients with meniscal symptoms: a 3-year follow-up of a prospective, randomized study. Am J Sports Med 2017;45(9):2077-84.
	Not target population
	KL0–2 (KL 0: 50%)

KL1 (45%), KL2 (5%)

	6
	SR (30, 31, 32)
	Sihvonen et al./RCT
	Sihvonen R, Paavola M, Malmivaara A, Itälä A, Joukainen A, Nurmi H, et al. Arthroscopic partial meniscectomy versus sham surgery for a degenerative meniscal tear. N Engl J Med 2013;369(26):2515-24.
	Not target population
	KL0: 43%, KL1: 57%

	7
	SR (29)
	Sihvonen et al./RCT
	Sihvonen R, Englund M, Turkiewicz A, Järvinen TL; Finnish Degenerative Meniscal Lesion Study Group. Mechanical symptoms and arthroscopic partial meniscectomy in patients with degenerative meniscus tear. Ann Intern Med 2016;164(7):449-55.
	Not target population
	KL0: 43%, KL1: 57%

	8
	SR (32)
	Sihvonen et al./RCT
	Sihvonen R, Paavola M, Malmivaara A, Itälä A, Joukainen A, Nurmi H, et al. Arthroscopic partial meniscectomy versus placebo surgery for a degenerative meniscus tear: a 2-year follow-up of the randomised controlled trial. Ann Rheum Dis 2018;77(2):188-95.
	Not target population
	KL0: 43%, KL1: 57%

	9
	SR (29)
	Roos et al./RCT
	Roos EM, Hare KB, Nielsen SM, Christensen R, Lohmander LS. Better outcome from arthroscopic partial meniscectomy than skin incisions only? A sham-controlled randomised trial in patients aged 35-55 years with knee pain and an MRI-verified meniscal tear. BMJ Open 2018;8(2):e019461.
	Not target population
	KL0: 43% 

KL1: 39%

KL2: 18%

	10
	SR (29, 31, 32)
	Herrilin et al./RCT
	Herrlin S, Hållander M, Wange P, Weidenhielm L, Werner S. Arthroscopic or conservative treatment of degenerative medial meniscal tears: a prospective randomised trial. Knee Surg Sports Traumatol Arthrosc 2007;15(4):393-401.
	Not target population
	Ahlbacks 0 or 1 

	11
	SR (29, 31, 32, 34)
	Herrilin et al./RCT
	Herrlin SV, Wange PO, Lapidus G, Hållander M, Werner S, Weidenhielm L. Is arthroscopic surgery beneficial in treating non-traumatic, degenerative medial meniscal tears? A five year follow-up. Knee Surg Sports Traumatol Arthrosc 2013;21(2):358-64.
	Not target population
	Ahlbacks 0 or 1

	12
	SR (29, 31)
	Østerås et al./RCT
	Østerås H, Østerås B, Torstensen TA. Medical exercise therapy, and not arthroscopic surgery, resulted in decreased depression and anxiety in patients with degenerative meniscus injury. J Bodyw Mov Ther 2012;16(4):456-63.
	Not target population
	KL3–4 was excluded and no information

	13
	SR (29, 31, 32, 34)
	Yim et al./RCT
	Yim JH, Seon JK, Song EK, Choi JI, Kim MC, Lee KB, et al. A comparative study of meniscectomy and nonoperative treatment for degenerative horizontal tears of the medial meniscus. Am J Sports Med 2013;41(7):1565-70.
	Not target population
	KL2 or KL > 2 was excluded

	14
	SR (30)
	Aaron et al./cohort
	Aaron RK, Skolnick AH, Reinert SE, Ciombor DM. Arthroscopic débridement for osteoarthritis of the knee. J Bone Joint Surg Am 2006;88(5):936-43.
	Not target intervention
	Arthroscopic debridement including various surgery 

	15
	SR (29)
	Vermesan et al./RCT
	Vermesan D, Prejbeanu R, Laitin S, Damian G, Deleanu B, Abbinante A, et al. Arthroscopic debridement compared to intra-articular steroids in treating degenerative medial meniscal tears. Eur Rev Med Pharmacol Sci 2013;17(23):3192-6.
	Not target intervention
	Arthroscopic debridement including various surgery

	16
	SR (33)
	Forster and Straw/RCT
	Forster MC, Straw R. A prospective randomised trial comparing intra-articular Hyalgan injection and arthroscopic washout for knee osteoarthritis. Knee 2003;10(3):291-3.
	Not target intervention
	Arthroscopic washout (debridement of the articular surface or menisci)

	17
	SR (33)
	Saeed et al./RCT
	Saeed K, Khan SA, Ahmed I. Efficacy of intra articular hyaluronic acid versus arthroscopic debridement in terms of improvement in pain score in Kellgran-Lawrence grading II & III osteoarthritis of knee joint. Pak J Med Health Sci 2015;9(3):1011-5.
	Not target intervention
	Arthroscopic debridement

	18
	SR (33)
	Van der Woude et al./RCT
	van der Woude JA, Wiegant K, van Heerwaarden RJ, Spruijt S, van Roermund PM, Custers RJ, et al. Knee joint distraction compared with high tibial osteotomy: a randomized controlled trial. Knee Surg Sports Traumatol Arthrosc 2017;25(3):876-86.
	Not target intervention
	High tibial osteotomy

	19
	SR (33)
	Chang et al./RCT
	Chang RW, Falconer J, Stulberg SD, Arnold WJ, Manheim LM, Dyer AR. A randomized, controlled trial of arthroscopic surgery versus closed-needle joint lavage for patients with osteoarthritis of the knee. Arthritis Rheum 1993;36(3):289-96.
	Not target comparisons
	Another surgery


Existing systematic review number 29: Abram et al.1; 30: Lamplot et al.2; 31: Lee et al.3; 32: Ma et al.4; 33: Palmer et al.5; 34: Li et al.6
SR = systematic review, RCT = randomized controlled trial, KL = Kellgren-Lawrence.
