Supplementary Methods. Korean PPM monitoring database

Based on the notification date, patients with active tuberculosis (TB) disease at the Public-Private Mix (PPM) project-participant hospitals are enrolled in each quarter of the calendar year, which forms a cohort. The Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency (KDCA) has the primary responsibility of accessing the TB notification data of the Korean National TB Surveillance System (KNTSS), generating and updating the indicators of each cohort every quarter, and releasing the data in the first month of the next quarter. 

For example, data of the first patient cohort enrolled between the first day of January and the last day of March are registered and collected, and monitoring indicators are released in mid-April, the first month of the second quarter, as shown in the Fig. 1. The updated data of the patient cohort are again collected between April and June, and released mid-July, the first month of the third quarter (the second data collection). The third and fourth data collections are conducted between July and September and between October and December, respectively. The final fifth collection is carried out between January and March of the next year. 

While the second data collection of the first cohort is performed between April and June, the first data collection of the second cohort is simultaneously performed. While the third data collection of the first cohort is performed between July and September, the second data collection of the second cohort and the first data collection of the third cohort are simultaneously performed. 

Every cohort is updated and analyzed five times in the same way, thus followed up for at least 12 months to identify the final treatment outcomes.
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Fig. 1. Flowchart of the quarterly update and analysis of the tuberculosis patient cohort in the Korean Public-Private Mix monitoring database.
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