Supplementary Data 1. Real-time reverse transcriptase polymerase chain reaction (rRT-PCR) laboratory procedure
The rRT-PCR assay was performed according to the manufacturer’s instructions. The primer and probe sequences were used according to the previous study. The primer and probe sequences for E gene detection are: 5′- ACAGGTACGTTAATAGTTAATAGCGT-3′ (Forward), 5′- ATATTGCAGCAGTACGCACACA-3′ (Reverse) and 5′- ACACTAGCCATCCTTACTGCGCTTCG-3′ (Probe in 5-FAM/3′-BHQ format) and the primer and probe sequences for the RdRP gene detection are: 5′- GTGARATGGTCATGTGTGGCGG-3′ (Forward), 5′- CARATGTTAAASACACTATTAGCATA-3′ (Reverse), 5′-CAGGTGGAACCTCATCAGGAGATGC-3′ (Probe specific for SARS-CoV-2 in 5-FAM/3′-BHQ format) and 5′-CCAGGTGGWACRTCATCMGGTGATGC-3′ (Pan Sarbeco-probe in 5-FAM/3′-BHQ format). The PCR reaction was performed in a total volume of 20 μL reaction, containing 5 μL of RNA, 11 μL of PCR reaction mixture and 4 μL of primer and probe mixture. Thermal cycling conditions were as follows: 50°C for 30 minutes for reverse transcription, inactivation of the reverse transcriptase at 95°C for 10 minutes, 40 cycles of PCR amplification at 95°C for 15 seconds and 60°C for 1 minute in the CFX96 real-time PCR detection system (Bio-rad, Hercules, CA, USA). For each run, viral template-positive controls and no-template controls were included. Each sample was defined as positive if the Ct values are less than or equal to 35 cycles.
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