Supplementary Method 1. Additional sensitivity analyses for SCCS design
In the design of self-controlled case series (SCCS) studies, it is assumed that a previous outcome event does not affect the probability of subsequent outcome events and the exposure.9)
If a patient dies within 90 days of hospitalization for infective endocarditis (IE), it suggests that IE may have been present for an extended period, and the valve and blood vessels may have experienced more severe damage. IE events in this situation were less likely to be attributed to recent cutaneous wounds or related risk factors within the previous month. Therefore, we conducted an additional sensitivity analysis after excluding these outcome events.

In studies employing the SCCS design, the presence of potential confounding factors that could influence exposure events might introduce bias when estimating the risk of IE. One approach to address this bias is to adjust for the period preceding the exposure event. Therefore, we created a separate observation period of one month before cutaneous wound treatment to mitigate confounding by indication issues.9)
