
Supplementary Table 4. Certainty for each outcome 

Certainty assessment 
№ of 

patients 
Effect 

Certai

nty 

Importa

nce № of 

studi

es 

Study 

design 

Risk 

of 

bias 

Inconsist

ency 

Indirect

ness 

Impreci

sion 

Other 

considera

tions 

RMZ 

Volat

ile 

agen

ts 

Relat

ive 

(95% 

CI) 

Absol

ute 

(95% 

CI) 

Hypotension 

8 randomi

sed 

trials 

not 

serio

us 

seriousa not 

serious 

not 

serious 

none 47/3

44 

(13.7

%)  

128/3

77 

(34.0

%)  

RR 

0.43 

(0.29 

to 

0.63) 

214 

fewer 

per 

1,000 

(from 

268 

fewer 

to 132 

fewer) 

⨁⨁⨁
◯ 

Moder

ate 

 

Bradycardia 

3 randomi

sed 

trials 

not 

serio

us 

not 

serious 

not 

serious 

not 

serious 

none 46/7

1 

(64.8

%)  

53/10

3 

(51.5

%)  

RR 

1.06 

(0.59 

to 

1.90) 

76 

more 

per 

1,000 

(from 

261 

fewer 

to 345 

more) 

⨁⨁⨁

⨁ 

Moder

ate 

 

Extubation time 

8 randomi

sed 

trials 

not 

serio

us 

seriousc not 

serious 

not 

serious 

none 349 352 - MD 

1.1 

min 

more 

(0.92 

fewer 

to 3.11 

more) 

⨁⨁⨁
◯ 

Moder

ate 

 

PONV 



Certainty assessment 
№ of 

patients 
Effect 

Certai

nty 

Importa

nce № of 

studi

es 

Study 

design 

Risk 

of 

bias 

Inconsist

ency 

Indirect

ness 

Impreci

sion 

Other 

considera

tions 

RMZ 

Volat

ile 

agen

ts 

Relat

ive 

(95% 

CI) 

Absol

ute 

(95% 

CI) 

9 randomi

sed 

trials 

not 

serio

us 

not 

serious 

not 

serious 

not 

serious 

none 48/3

63 

(13.2

%)  

102/3

66 

(27.9

%)  

RR 

0.51 

(0.37 

to 

0.72) 

163 

fewer 

per 

1,000 

(from 

204 

fewer 

to 101 

fewer) 

⨁⨁⨁

⨁ 

High 

 

PACU stay time 

6 randomi

sed 

trials 

not 

serio

us 

not 

serious 

not 

serious 

not 

serious 

none 264 265 - MD 

0.42 

min 

more 

(1.08 

fewer 

to 1.92 

more) 

⨁⨁⨁

⨁ 

High 

 

Length of hospital stay 

4 randomi

sed 

trials 

not 

serio

us 

not 

serious 

not 

serious 

not 

serious 

none 152 152 - MD 

0.07 

day 

fewer 

(0.29 

fewer 

to 0.16 

more) 

⨁⨁⨁

⨁ 

High 

 

CI: confidence interval; MD: mean difference; OR: odds ratio 

Explanations 

a. Various definition of hypotension 

b. Various definition of bradycardia 

c. The effect size has a high heterogeneity 

 

PONV, postoperative nausea and vomiting; PACU, postanesthesia care unit 




