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A Case of Small Cell Lung Cancer Metastasis to the Gingiva
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The incidence of lung cancer and its mortality rate are increasing in Korea. At the time of diagnosis, 40% pa-
tients of lung cancer patients had metastatic lesions. The common metastatic sites are the contralateral lung,
bone, liver, adrenal gland and the brain.

Metastasis to oral mucosa is rarely encountered in lung cancer and metastasis to the gingiva is more uncom-
mon. Approximately 1% of malignant carcinomas in the oral cavity are the result of metastases, and 10-25%
of metastatic cancers originate from lung cancer.

Clinically metastatic gingival lesions are benign including hemangioma, pyogenic granuloma, giant-cell gran-
uloma or a peripheral fibroma. Often metastases to the gingiva are diagnosed too late and by the time they are
detected, they have metastases to other organs.

Here we report a case of small cell lung carcinoma that had metastased to the gingiva with review of rele-
vant literature. (Tuberculosis and Respiratory Diseases 2001, 51 : 65-69)
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Fig. 1. Initial chest PA : Soft tissue mass is
shown on the left hilar area with dif-
fuse increased opacity, on the left lower
lobe.
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Fig. 2. Chest CT ; 2X 2 cm sized soft tissue mass on

the proximal basal segment of the left lower
lobe with a distal collapse, and no definite ev-
idence of metastatic lymphadenopathy.

Fig. 3. (Lung, H & E stain, x200)
Undifferentiated small cells and typical
squeezing artifacts are shown.

Fig. 4. (Gingiva, upper-H & E stain, lower-Cytokeratin stain, each X 100)
Tumor cell nests present in a bed of fibroblasts, which are interspersed with hemosiderins.
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