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A Case of Primary Malignant Melanoma in the Mediastinum
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Department of Internal Medicine, Thoracic Surgery”, Pathology™”
Kosin Medical College, Pusan, Korea

Malignant melanoma develops from the melanocyte and the most common primary site is skin, followed by mu-
cosa and retina. Even though any other tissue where melanocytes reside could be the primary site of the malig-
nant melanoma, the one developed in the mediastinum is rarely reported. We experienced a patients of 54
years old woman whose initial symptom was progressive dyspnea for one month, and proved to have the ante-
rior mediastinal mass with pleural effusion and the small mass in the abdominal soft tissue. The needle aspira-
tion biopsy from the mediastinal mass showed the consistent findings with malignant melanoma. We concluded
the mediastinum was the primary site of the malignant melanoma of this patient because we couldn’t find any
other evidence of primary tumor in skin, oral and gastrointestinal mucosa, and retina. She has been treated
with combined chemotherapy with dacarbazine, cisplatin and vinblastine. Her symptom was improved after
chemotherapy and follow up chest CT after three cycles of chemotherapy showed the decreased tumor size in
the mediastinum. (Tuberculosis and Respiratory Diseases 1999, 46 : 408-413)
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Fig. 1. A well defined mass in right anterior me-
diastinum and right pleural effusion.

Fig. 2. Chest CT scan shows a 9.0 x5.8cm sized
hypodense mass in right anterior medi-

astium.

astium.
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Fig. 3. Abdomen USG reveals a 3.0 x3.0cm
sized hypodense mass in the soft tissue
below the right kidney.

Fig. 4. Tumor cells with prominent nuclecli and
abundant eosinophilic cytoplasm contain-
ing melanin pigment were found in the
anterior mediastinal tumor tissue (H&E,
x200).
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Fig. 5. Strong cytoplasmic staining for HMB-45
was found in the same tissue ( X 200).
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