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Greetings from the president to the members

Young Soo Kim

Chairman, Korean Academy of Preventive Dentistry and Oral Health

Greetings.

My name is Young Soo Kim. I was appointed on March 26th of this year to serve as the president of the Korean Acad-
emy of Preventive Dentistry and Oral Health. After graduating from school of dentistry in 1983, I completed three years
of training, three years of life as a public health dentist, and three and a half years of my Ph.D program. Afterwards, it ap-
peared that I would not need to return to academics, but ultimately, my decision to continue my academic pursuit led me
to finish up my 15 years of private practice. Since then, I had established the department of preventive dentistry at Korea
University Guro Hospital, and while being active in my duties, I suddenly became the president of a related academy. It is
fortunate that at my age, it’s easy to recognize that this is not because of some greatness within me.

Now that I have been placed in charge of the academy, I look back at the history of the academy, when my time as
a director, vice-president, and president-elect was spent without much concern. First, if we take a look at the academy’
s logo, we will find the year 1961. It is my understanding that this reflects the establishment of the academy in 1961 by
Professor Joo Hwan Kim, who passed away recently. Being appointed the president of such a truly prestigious academy is
very meaningful to me and it does put a heavy burden on my shoulders. This year marks the 55th year of existence for our
academy. In terms of human age, this would be the period when people have reached a certain level of stability and are
preparing their children to move out on their own.

Times have changed, where prevention is being established as a subject that is interesting and helpful to dental man-
agement. In other words, this means we have reached an age of people opening their ears and hearts to the disciplines of
preventive dentistry and public oral health.

Confucius once referred to the age of 50 as “4TK#ax" (zhi tian ming: the age that knows the charged mission by God).
It was probably meant as the age of knowing and understanding one’s own interests and recognizing how to live on. Our
academy has now reached this “zhi tian ming.” I interpret this as our academy having reached an age when we must rec-
ognize how to advance “preventive dentistry” and “public oral health” in Korea and in which direction to lead them.

I would like to implore our members and directors to take this to heart, so that we can raise our nation’s preventive
dentistry and public oral health to a top class level in the world and embrace the age of “EIE (yi soon; the age that shows
the meek attitude to the other people’s estimation of myself) that will come in few years.

It is an honor for me to have reached this position. However, I do want to point out that I cannot simply enjoy my
position since I know all too well that it is a position that comes with immense responsibilities. I would like to make just
one promise to my seniors who have always delegated such important responsibilities to me; to the members who have
trusted me and followed me; and the directors who have helped me along side me. Your presence has been an honor and
[ will put forth my best effort to make sure that you will all be proud of the two years you spend with me. Thank you.

June 2016
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