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What Is Needed?

Choong-Ho Choi

Chonnam National University School of Dentistry / Editing Director

Our needs and desires change over time. Such changes encourage us to seek new directions and often lead us to
shift our focus to something that has been previously overlooked.

The dentistry is no exception. Currently, a new direction is called for in response to the changes in the industry
atmosphere, such as diminishing demand due to the decreasing population, intensifying competition resulting from
rising supply, and the decreasing prevalence of oral diseases. We have already recognized the limitations of traditional
dental practice models, which relied heavily on the treatment of patients visiting the practice. Consequently, among
dental practitioners today, interest is growing in dental practice that provides proactive care including maintenance,
enhancement, and preventative treatment that promotes recovery in the beginning stages of a dental disease.

Numerous researchers who recognized the importance of preventative care have already been presenting a wide
range of studies on dental disease prevention and oral health maintenance through the Journal of Korean Academy
of Oral Health. The results obtained through these studies will provide the foundational data that today’s Korean den-
tistry requires in its pursuit of innovation.

Furthermore, considering the dentistry’s growing interest in and demand for preventative care, the role of the
Journal of Korean Academy of Oral Health should be enhanced. One way to achieve this goal is to increase the share
of review articles and case reports featured in the journal that address the key topic of preventative care, in addition to
continued publishing of original articles. Doing so, we believe, will expand the dentistry’s scope of interest and needs.

In order to further improve the role of the Journal of Korean Academy of Oral Health, it is of paramount impor-
tance that we continue our efforts to identify new changes and demands in the field and seek a new direction for its

advancement.
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