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A Retrospect

Keun-Bae Song

Chairman, Korean Academy of Oral Health

At this juncture of laying down my office as the chairman of the Korean Academy of Oral Health, I would like to be-
gin my retrospect with regrets about unfulfilled duties, and extend my deep gratitude through this space of our journal
to the executives and members for their enthusiastic support over the past two years.

In the conclusion of his book “The Selfish Gene,” Richard Dawkins, an evolutionary biologist, pointed out that
humans are by nature more influenced by social behaviors that are empirically developed through learning and expe-
riences rather than by innate behaviors dictated by genes. He ascribed this to culture, an element that clearly distin-
guishes humans from all other creatures.

The project “National Oral Health Survey,” which was launched in 2000 and was supposed to conclude in 2013, is
still actively running, thanks to the combined efforts of many of the professors and the committed staff of the Depart-
ment of Oral Health and Healthy Life of the Ministry of Health and Welfare. Our academy has yet again been entrust-
ed with the central role in the task force for oral health act amendment.

In accordance with our 51-year-long history of contribution to the dentistry, my primary wish for our academy and
its journal is that their role should be that of oxygen suppliers, providing for and assuring the diversity of academic
disciplines such as public oral health sciences, preventive dental sciences, oral health education, and dental health in-
surance and management. This approach may appear low profile in comparison with instant success-oriented fanfare
projects, but its driving force is the hope and vision that will blossom in its full splendor in the future.

I remember a film entitled “Guardian” starring Kevin Costner as a legendary coast guard rescue swimmer. The
punch line of this film is his answer in the last scene to the repeated question of Fischer, a novice rescue swimmer,
about how many lives he has saved in his career: “I do not remember how many people I have saved, I only remember
those whom I could not save.”

I wish the next chairman and executives of the academy every success in their future endeavors, while reminisc-
ing about the things that went wrong instead of those that worked out well, and above all, the things that should have

been done.

March 2014
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