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Back to the Basics!

Deuk-Sang Ma

Professor, Gangneung-Wonju National University College of Dentistry

The new year of 2013 has come, and it is already March. I am fifty years old. Time seems to pass more quickly as I
get older, even though time is the same for everyone. Well, for a ten-year-old, a year is 10% of his or her life, but for a
fifty-year-old, it is only 2%; so, it is hardly possible for all people to feel the same way about the passing of time. There

are more tasks to accomplish, and I feel more rushed.

A scientific paper describes and publishes information including creative research findings based on logic, clarity,
and precision conforming to norms. The writer must avoid gaps in logic, restrain unnecessary expressions, write con-

cisely, and describe precisely based on evidence.

Socrates said, “All T know is that I know nothing.” Realizing his nature, he did not exaggerate, and so he was re-
ferred to as the wisest man in Athens. We use null hypothesis in the statistical analysis of data as well, which comes
from our modesty in knowing that previous results and new results have no difference. All researchers hope that their
research findings are original and unique, but it does not always turn out that way. A researcher should faithfully de-

scribe the results he or she obtained. A crystal cannot be cut and polished into a diamond.

The value of a scientific paper does not come through with how it is presented; rather, the value shines through
logic, clarity, and precision. I recall that during the graduate course, when I added unnecessary comments to embel-
lish the draft of my paper, my professor advised me that research paper of penicillin which is one of the greatest study
in human history was only one page long. Empty vessels make the most noise.

We must stick to the basics, even under the greatest pressure.
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