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n this paper, ethical principles and practice guidelines concerning the usage of public database

for medical researches were developed and proposed. Although there are several personal
health databases with comprehensive information of each individual, researches aiming at
public good are often hindered because of legal, managerial and technical barriers to the usage
of public databases. Ethical principles and guidelines are indispensible to promote medical re-
search that will benefit society while protecting personal information from bleaching and abuse.
These principles and guidelines should be a basis of trust and supports from society. For this
purpose, the meaning of public good was given, and the current status of the linkage and usage
of public databases were explored. As a result, three ethical principles-guaranteeing public good,
protecting personal information, and transparency were established and eight recommendations
were proposed.
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Review of domestic studies,
conference reports on the public
data use for the medical
research until 2012

Review of user instruction for
electronic data utilization of public
agencies in foreign countries
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|

Development of 3 ethical principles for medical
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|

Development of 8 ethical guiding principles for medical
researchers using data from public agencies

Figure 1. Flowchart for developing ethical principles concerning the public data usage for

research purpose.
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Table 1. Three ethical principles and eight practice guidelines con-
cerning public data usage for medical research

Three ethical Eight practice guidelines

principles
Ensuring To ensure that research purpose is
publicness in the public interest

To disclose any conflicts of interest
regarding research

To obtain informed consent from
research participants for data linkage

Protecting privacy
and confidentiality

To limit the use of linkage file
To protect linkage file safely

To protect linked data during research
and to discard data after research use

Promoting To satisfy data acquiring conditions set
transparency by institutes which store public data
To make public research protocols
and its results
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