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. Abstract |

everal different tools for the evaluation of the physical impairments or disabilities have been
S employed in Korea. In some cases, the same impairment has received different evaluations
in accordance with different evaluation criteria. Sometimes evaluation tools from abroad have
been used without efforts of adapting those tools to Korean situations. The general framework for
developing impairment evaluation should be objective, useful, and actual. The Korean Academy
of Medical Sciences (KAMS) guides has been developed as a tool for the evaluation of
impairment by the experts’ discussion and public consensus. The KAMS guides measure the
impairment, not the disability, by the rate and encompass all kinds of physical impairments and
diseases as many as possible. The guides need the next steps for being legislative and valid
from the authorities.
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Table 1. Types of disabilities in the Korean Welfare Law for the disabled (2003) and corresponding class of Korean Academy of Medical

Sciences
Category Division Class Group KAMS class
Physical External body Body & extremities Amputation, joint Upper extremity
impairment dysfunction dysfunction, deformity Lower extremity
Spine
Brain Complex dysfunctions Brain & spinal cord
of central nervous system
Vision Vision Vision
Auditory Auditory and balancing Auditory & balancing
Speech Voice and speech Speech
Appearance Disfiguration Appearance & skin
Internal organ Kidney Hemaodialysis or renal Kidney & urogenital
dysfunction transplantation
Heart Cardiac dysfunction Heart & vascular
Liver Liver dysfunction Digestive
Respiratory Chronic severe Lung
respiratory difficulty
Fistulas Fistulas limiting to Digestive or urogenital
activities of daily living
Epilepsy Chronic severe seizure Brain & spinal cord
Mental Learning difficulty Q<70 Psychiatric & behavior
impairment Psychiatric disability Chronic severe Psychiatric & behavior
psychiatric illness
Autism Autism Psychiatric & behavior
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