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' Abstract |

he transition of important parasitic diseases in Korea is briefly reviewed in this article. Soil-

transmitted helminthiases, such as ascariasis, trichuriasis, and hookworm infections, which
had been prevalent all over the country, decreased remarkably, largely owing to the national
control activities by means of mass examination-mass treatment schemes for school students.
Paragonimiasis has shown significant reduction in its incidence, but clonorchiasis still remains as
an important health-threatening trematode infection. Intestinal trematodiases, including
metagonimiasis, heterophyidiases, and echinostomiases are prevalent, and new species, such
as Gymonphalloides seoi and Neodiplostomum seoulense, have been documented as new
human parasitic diseases. Tapeworm infections including larval cestodiases are also decreasing.
Among the protozoan infections, amebiasis and malaria showed an apparent decreasing trend,
but in recent years, vivax malaria has become a re-emerging disease. Brugian filariasis, which
was prevalent in southern parts of the Korean peninsula, has been completely eliminated
nowadays. In terms of the prevalence and distribution, clonorchiasis, enterobiasis, and vivax
malaria are currently the major parasitoses of public health importance in Korea.

Keywords : Parasitic Infections; Soil-transmitted Helminths; Clonorchiasis; Enterobiasis;
Paragonimiasis; Intestinal Trematodes; Gymnophalloides seoi;
Neodiplostomum seoulense
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Table 1. Changing patterns of Ascaris lumbricoides prevalence
among the student group, Korea

No. students Helminth egg Ascaris egg

Yeara

examined posit. (%) posit. rate (%)
1969 6,551,926 /7.0 5.4
1970 10,871,280 74.5 55.6
1971 11,813,868 /1.3 51.6
1972 11,243,033 63.9 45.8
1973 12,116,892 65.2 48.1
1974 11,901,236 53.4 38.2
1975 12,480,942 51.8 38.7
1976 13,423,636 45.5 33.7
1977 14,160,212 39.6 29.7
1978 15,030,061 27.9 194
1979 15,592,977 23.2 195.1
1980 15,495,361 19.7 12.2
1981 16,229,764 16.0 10.2
1982 16,216,136 12.0 6.9
1983 16,220,369 8.4 4.7
1984 16,091,005 5.5 3.1
1985 15,812,300 4.0 2.1
1986 14,861,006 2.7 1.4
1987 13,206,807 1.9 0.9
1988 12,703,799 1.2 0.6
1989 9,694,316 0.8 0.3
1990 9,146,913 0.6 0.2
1991 8,212,776 0.3 0.1
1992 4,294,499 0.2 0.07
1993 1,699,141 0.2 0.04
1994 1,531,706 0.2 0.04
1995 1,344,517 0.2 0.02

a: Figures of 1969 to 1998 represent summed results of spring
and auturnn examinations, and figures of 1989 to 1995 are
results from only one examination in autumn.
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Table 2. Changing patterns of national STH egg positive rates in the Republic of Korea

v No. of Helminth egg Cumulative Egg positive rate (%) GNP/ capita

ear exam. posit. rate(%) egg rate(%) Ald) Tta Hwa (US$)
1969 40,581 90.5 149.6 58.2 74.2 9.1 210
1971 24,887 84.3 147.1 54.9 65.4 10.7 286
1976 27,178 63.2 89.6 41.0 42.0 2.2 799
1981 35,018 411 54.5 13.0 23.4 0.5 1,749
1986 47,671 12.9 14.9 2.1 4.8 0.1 2,550
1992 46,912 3.8 3.9 0.3 0.2 0.01 7,183
1997 45,832 2.4 2.4 0.06 0.04 0.007 10,315
2004 20,546 4.3 4.4 0.03 0.02 0.0 14,162

a: Al, Ascaris lumbricoides; Tt, Trichuris trichiura; Hw, hookworms including Ancylostoma duodenale and Necator americanus.

b: This survey was carried out by Seo, et al. (1969).
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