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Review of Suicidal Electrocution in South Korea from 2008
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The authors investigated the cases of electrocution suicides in South Korea
from 2008 to 2018. Out of 151,419 suicides during this 11-year period, suicide
by electrocution was extremely rare. Only nine victims were recorded in eight
cases, with one case involving a married couple. The majority of the victims
were men (89%), and only one case involved a woman (11%). The mean age
of the victims was 55 years, and ranged from 38 to 74 years. In all cases, the
suicides occurred in the home, and low-voltage electricity was used. Two of the
nine victims (22%) had an occupation related with electrical knowledge. Mental
illness, such as depression and schizophrenia, was found in two cases (22%). An
autopsy was not performed in all cases.
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Table 1. Cases of suicidal electrocution in south Korea (2008—2018)
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Case No. Sex Age (yr) Type of current (AC/DC, voltage) Mental status Occupation Method Circumstance
1 M 66 AC/low Pessimistic Driver Ring type Leads were wrapped around
both thumbs.
2 M 55 AC/low Pessimisti Electric parts Device-making Leads were wrapped around
producer type left ankle and hold in the
mouth.
F 53 Housewife Leads were wrapped around
left ankle.
3 M 54 AC/low Schizophrenia Unemployed Contact type Leads were wrapped around
the paper box and he laid on it.
Depression
4 F 54 AC/low Pessimistic Guard Grasping type He grasped a lead.
M 74 AC/low Depression Retired Ring and adhesive Leads were wrapped around
type both middle fingers.
6 M 38 AC/low Pessimistic Unemployed Conductor link One wire was attached to left
type anterior chest wall, the other
laid on the back. A cloth band
and a buckle were used.
M 39 AC/low Pessimistic Unemployed Grasping type He grasped a lead.
8 M 59 AC/low Pessimistic Radio Ring type Leads were attached to copper
engineer bracelet band on each hand.

AC, alternating current; DC, direct current; M, male; F, female.

https://doi.org/10.7580/kjlm.2019.43.4.138

http://www.kjlm.or.kr



140 Korean Journal of Legal Medicine | 2019;43:138-143
1. AK2 MR (type of current)
BE 7138 AdY(low voltage) 220

V iR
(alternating current) 60 HzE ©]83 AFg33la,
ol A7) ZEME ddst= WO E AV E AHgstltt

2]
N

ol
5

&
im

=
2. M7] 0|2 WH(ZMEE 0|8, electrical outlet
suicide)

(1) &g MM HAZS(ring type around the wrist or
finger)

A7) A LS 29 F A9 o5& et do| &t
FH7IA &7t 9 &5 5 AR AR jAY TR ek 2

(2) =& XM BZ8(direct grasping or adhesive
contact)

AT AF 7Hest WA & dRES
S A8 T LEH AHE 02 AAY A

ot

(3) =& A& FH=8(conductor link adhesive contact)
A3 A2 7Hsdt A uE dRE SEAA I B &
A (EA HE)E AZ% & AA ol HZ3h= PHolth

(4) &7| Zx| MZH&(device—making type)

A5 AR} HZ7])(AC electromagnetic switch), ZES
o] (control timer), €U E A X|(limit switch), AA A
7] E97, 9 o' A7) AAE AFste] AAS A

HEshe Yol

NIVET BROINE F2 Aol Bk e e

http://www.kjlm.or.kr

Ho AUATS F2 NF0| M3, FW AN 4A o
8 o

§ 7Fs g DT A8 NS 5
ARE W% S, NES FolY] U8l &3 4ES W
= ge) 2o

= oAl BE Fy g4 " 5 A
= A

=)
o,
o,
)
=
Al
rlo
X
ri
ox
i)
o
oo
oX,
=2
ey
:101=|‘4
)
N
i
o,
ofo
-of,
o)l ©
(R

A A S dd oz we EET
A A et @2 A
& A7)eh #s 1A 349 7|0 3l 4 AL
otz ml=oA AlE = H7|AF A Ha #HAd 23
7b Ao Wi o 2 3]s & o]/t 2 4 ATH10]. JAHA
o7 A7) aFo]l EARAL, Tapuiy Jtol|A A= A
7] L8] oju| A7} uj-- ALFAY Y] wjEol] AL W A
& Fv AOE A7t dr)e}
T A Aoy AP AB/APE g E 4 QU 3}
A FUl AL Aol A AR 29 BE Hdes A
o] M7]¢ FH3 AFFSo|AT[5]. & AFolA= 114 5¢F
WS o o] A AR F A7 A Ao] e ALE g
A AP 290t} & ARElE WARRRS] A FoA A3
= ofatgo] RAZIAL Z7b7)eA A S0l HEE . o] 7t
AANYGAM = AT T2 ARE I AYE ALt
st Y A7) B FA7F SAE 7] el WA dbt
JASHTE 7] #HHA Aol o JYAS ALE FAE 4 AA
oh T OE Atle AR AR A 307 25 & A4lo] A
AEE AXIAE Q3 AFFOIATE AP #o A 22l
o] AF AA3t AL g FAHE = Ho|HE o] &3 oA J=
(sequential circuit) &7} A A, H7] x| 4o] gl
dutelo] Ast7|= 44 ¥ FA At Kuhtic 5[11]¢]
AL B (I 2otE]o}) A AtolA 207t 12719 A A}
Azt 7] HE7HE 3 AFE R @191, Lucas [10]9] Eof
AHE AoA 2218 FF S 971 9] A A & A
Al A71ek FHR A4 o] Y& AL E FAHEE A 179
Qltt. o]¢f tix& o2 Chan}t Duflou [12]9] AIEYU(EF)
Aol A= 107t 2579 ZHA AR} F 1078 (40%)°] A
7] T Aol FARSE Ao = SR oA 7Hd A4t
I Aol A H|FS Aol Wt 0%-40%7HA] & 2o
£ B3l
S yEte] 4 Apdde] o] 8H WHE BE ZAE
e AA dRo) HEsh= WA o= AFEALY] tiRio
ol et MARAL & 9 & o482
Aol Wiz e wokorm JHyt Fht A3 At 2 o
q aE02 A RS AT A E olth T E AE
NME thEE 7oA ZHEL AHYGS o] 831 B
S

B3 A AEATE LA BATH13]. 2 ek

2
N

l

30
o

https://doi.org/10.7580/kjlm.2019.43.4.138



717v3t 29 v, AP, 7 B 55 vla BYE B
A Z2otelotof| A 208 FQF Ao ZH AR 12
£ o2 2% (16.7%)01 e o|F F 117 0] FHollA A
I 1982 Aol A APgetQitt 127 F 7980] A ¢
M0 2 Tt WS o] 83l on 4o &x0f A
WS ARESEATH 1], BotdREoX =
A Azt F o8 18 (11.1%) o1

l

Nz o2 (o &
o
32
o F

ST
O}H&ETN
ox re
N 1o ¢
N
N
2o
Q
N [o

o 2 o )
)
> o
o
38,
M
o
o
rlo

4
N,
N, X oo

B, 2
Fo] W7] slHE F1e
419 5 59789 A AR F 42 57 (8.5%) 01
T AHLE ol 87 A97h 259, 220V o)A AL o] g3
73571 209, A F2 Aol 1470l A, A W o
B A% 2AS QEshe Uio] 28 o g Tt wtow,
AN HAFE St DS FFshe
158 g HEA Az A4
2w WIS HESE P, 1L )
A A7) Az2E HSste Y, M2 5¥s] AT FAE

H 502 sty t|13]. £3] Chan¥t Duflou
[12]9] 103 55 A=Y AN E ol4e) Hgol 20%

g J 5 % 478(80%)°] 25 ©]
8

of
N
ol
=2
)
>
o
e
D
_O‘L
oz
I
T
=
N
55’: o
rlo d
O o rr &

-
o,
rE
o
>,
ofo
ok
32
£
S
i
N
)

Q

flo
br
o
1o
2o
>,

g
< lojeetolo], 3lE T W7 AF
29 B4 Y= WS ARSI U A o4 19
W F AAE dHe dHo] 235t WHoR B A
Ak o] 55 AlQsh tiFEE A= F& EHS A
ol AL Baats S AL T FollA 78
7|eto|H & AHE-3HRITE 12 450 VO AHgE A7]E o]
A YA = 7HYoA MG o] 83T E O E 5
o A€] 309 FQ Aol g HlE2 14.3% (4/28)9]
AcH14]. 5L 26d T AFAME F 37709 ZHAIL
% 3L 19% (7/37)0] AL 107 o] Aol At 1079 7t
ARt 5 6780 Floj=gtojo]E Ex0f A= WS o
3TH15]. & AFoA = T2 vty Aot g2 &x
9] & ¢t soj=gtojojut 7| 3lEet 22 M7 7| FE
$A17]= W (bathtub suicide) &2 A3 Abg= $iQich
B Aol = F3] EF FHIQ 2 B A4o] it
50t REQH 152 FAA EA B APOE FA
A3 T aFAR H 7], Elolw, 2lu|E AR, HA, %7
Y1, g 55 o83l A At &4 F2E AHEEHA
DEAR A7 M YL AH e F = 7heE 98
7 MR WEof b g Al Wk o] ajE]of vt
9 GHE UM F e F &9 A4 st ol
Yz gk 7t 2R E A9 At w2 Eo
AEA 7 HH R APt ATHFig. 1). & T AR
M otk 2d A e dAE A JAAY &

NS r'lO mlo
b Ay

\

i

]

flo x4
]

oo ™

E

2 oot o o T
ez

https://doi.org/10.7580/kjlm.2019.43.4.138

Suicidal Electrocution | ZICHE 2| 141

_,d
P
i)
gt
)
N
Al
Iy

O

ol
Jo o
o
2
)
ot

N
)

2
o flo
]
el
)
o2
2L
=2
3
[e]
o
=
oxl
pe
M

L AV
% S
oL offf |

or =
it

ot [o
)
2,
1o
@ 3
> 32
éﬁ o
[RIR)
:1&1 o
F-.-a r
rlo og
X Jo
ol Hu
)
N
R Lo
o
O{Nl jine
) ){(E
g 2
fu % o

2

o~
>
Y

M fo
o o
) ot 1S
B m

of 4
ol

uk

> |o

[e
Ul
al
32
rir
- N

1
J
19
-~
> 1o 4
Mo 2 > 1o

o
1o
(1
2
>
i)
[
ok
>
o 30
o e
o[N ofN

e Se

=
o Bo} Aao] o e
A7) 99 Bt e A
o 2 A7l 7 Al B
AFg 27 8hao] BT ATHFig, 2).
B AFolN ZL3A LefEolor & A AR
Aol Stk 7Rt A QAo 2 HiA ARloR
U OFR 5 ol R4S WSk A AET
2E Zasl sesly Austelor st Aee

2 YL Bae Eo e A8 299
N ECDETENE

tEo] Abae] o]gt Aow
uo;] L

e

Mooy =2

e
(R
4
z
o
0%
N,
Ho 3o o

el
R
[
ina)
b
4o
do
=2

=2
R

1
.

)

iz 1o o
% Jr 1o

>
0,
O L oox et o 2 rpomd

2 gy
19 ¢
o -
—JI'HZU

oogp o
DI N
OE 8{'19.4 mlo Eg
ofm ofy

2 Ho o

Atk FAH o2 P uetoA FEHo] AJFYE]
Al AL 15%-20%°] E3tsitt. 3] mjl$ =
A A eyt AL fE5E0] BAE 7T
FE AAAT, LA 2 HAAS W&eTt 3
HALRL A4 2 37 A8 YY), 64 5 B $A
Aol | o] Yrta FuEE BAS AR
7t gk AAR 1199 2 A3 7|7 F 87e
oA BAE Agst 49 o 3 A% g9 3
AME AA N AESH AFA 7 43T AA D 8 FoA
o] A3 ALE
steets B3] T2 Yllo] dd=A ¢
o2 foEch B Ao A
S 193 9s o A THeA
HAo] A=A kot kFolLt YHE
ARl thajA ARPH o FHI Thet osE FAVL ¢le
el A 2 A Astdoltt. AEH o] BAL HAH
ojL} thet ofets]of A A Gst WAL 7hol=gelel] H83519
< o 9789 APgA= 2APE oS £59] tiidol sigE
a3 ARGl A9E st T E gty e oFE Y
UiE Y FFS Htsl7] A= BrEA B e
St AbE| 2 A ZHE T

B Aot b2 AFEolA] 4 AL tRE 7oA
ZHES AHd A7 & o &sto] AA YdRE dZstAY
AEshe 497 Bolth 37 A% Al AR AH3E] H&

dg i
o

of
S5

w2 ooz rr

o it ¢

o >
2l ol o
01

1o
Huig
= 5

of

2 o I

)
)
)
N
o rpr
it o o
ot
2
o
i
m}‘j_l‘
i

rlr o
ol

lo

o 4

2
N
)
§
rlr
pa)

b o
o,

0.
o
2
[
i
g
. O:
=)

N

http://www.kjlm.or.kr



142 Korean Journal of Legal Medicine | 2019;43:138-143

@ Control timer

@ AC electromagnetic switch
@ Limit switch

@ Plug

electric Wire — mmm——

Fig. 1. Case No. 2, electrocution suicide of the couple. (A) The
deceased were found to have used a limit switch, AC electronic
switch, timer, electric wires, electrical plugs, and plywood. Two of the
four wires from the alternator were wrapped around the left ankles
of the individuals. The husband held one exposed wire in his mouth.
The other wire was connected to the limit switch to activate the
timer. (B) Electrical burn was observed in the left buccal mucosa of
the husband’s mouth. (C) Circumferential electric burns were present
around the left ankles of the individuals.

A B

Fig. 2. Electrical burns were observed in all of the deceased. (A) Case No. 8. A linear wound from the electric contact was clearly seen on the front
of the wrist (arrow). On the hand dorsum, a part of the skin was burned, and the blisters were exfoliated. (B) Case No. 6. The wire was attached
to the left anterior chest wall using a cloth band and a belt buckle (not shown). An elliptical electric burn measuring 8x4 cm was present on the
anterior chest wall.
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