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Recreational diving is an exciting and adventurous sport, but is also potentially haz-
ardous. Despite its inherent hazards, an increasing number of people enjoy SCUBA
(self-contained underwater breathing apparatus) diving; the number of diving-related
accidents is therefore also likely to increase. Divers might face physical or psychologi-
cal stresses from the unfamiliar or hostile underwater environment, which can lead to
fatal accidents. To investigate deaths related to SCUBA diving, a forensic pathologist
should understand the types and mechanisms of injuries and illnesses unique to
SCUBA diving. Postmortem examination of diving fatalities is therefore a formidable
task for most forensic pathologists because cases are sparse and the process
requires an understanding of diving physiology, diving equipment, and the underwater
H 400144 19 21 environment. The primary aim of gutopsies in SCUBA diving.fa'talit.ies is to detect evi-
x g 201 415 o2 7(; dence of pulmonary barotraum{a,. intravascular gas, or pre-e.X|st|ng illnesses. Standard
AT A0l 1 2014 22 192 autopsy protocol for SCUBA diving-related deaths should include methods to detect
intravascular gas and gas accumulation in the tissue or body cavity through plain radi-
WAX AL A& ographs or Computerized Tomography (CT) scans. Analysis of the gas components
(501-759) _%* AN 57 AEUE | jsalso helpful for determining the origin of the gas. Here, the author proposes a practi-
309, AMOfst ofstMZCiSHR Holst ; ; ; i
o %I cal method for performing an autopsy on a person who died while SCUBA diving.
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