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suicide rate in Korea?
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he Suicide Prevention Law passed last March will be enacted beginning in April 2012, after

the establishment of enforcement regulations. The suicide rate of Korea is 31/100,000, about
3 times the mean of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development countries,
and is still going up rapidly. Suicide is the 4th most common cause of death in Korea. As the
suicide rate abruptly increased after the mid-1990s, there was little time to prepare effective
strategies for suicide prevention, including personnel, programs, and networks. This is also partly
due to the strong stigma and negative attitude against suicide and suicide prevention, which has
prevented the exploration of the reason for the high suicide rate and recent increase. The Suicide
Prevention Law requires comprehensive suicide prevention activities of the central and local
governments, and support for those who attempt suicide, victims, and their families. Its successful
implementation will be highly dependent on active participation of doctors for screening and
prevention of high risk groups, including patients with depression and chronic physical illnesses
and those who have psychosomatic symptoms from various stressful life events.

Keywords: Suicide; Prevention; Physician; Screening; Education

) Korean Med Assoc 201 | August; 54(8): 792-794
DOI: 10.5124/jkma.201 1.54.8.792
pISSN: 1975-8456 elSSN:2093-5951
http://jkma.org

Can a Suicide Prevention Law decrease the

X‘I_%‘Oﬂ%‘ S AET SRS AT HEGREAY)
o] #1d 39 11 =3 £ 3ol ste] 39 304
TEHG. oz AlRH Y AT vk S Al3E 9

=
& AR )7} o) 2014 Zlola, i 423 H Al

thako) AR 3] A A= 2011 493 oA htella] o] =}
A EAE 2 ddste] 23] g bt ek 20099

g ol 15 41310] AL AP}, A7) AE-E
2009 712 o1 105+ WY 319 $F0 2], o1 109

W 119 4521 Organisation for Economic Co-

operation and Development =7} H7t2] 7| 2] 3ujjo] o]

SIk, Aol 71 e eleha Q1se] & 2
o]ur #rkele] A 527} Q1T 108 HY 207 522 A
= B ghe] ARbgo] drp oA & 4 ok vs A

© Korean Medical Association

This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial License (http://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by-nc/3.0) which permits unrestricted non-commercial use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is

properly cited.

J Korean Med Assoc 2011 August; 54(8): 792-794



Can a Suicide Prevention Law decrease the suicide rate in Korea?

24 A= S7Ho I tiEo] = 7ell A 20000 o] %
2APEEo] Fhashal lEol= Bskal, gkl 20009

S1A
] S0l % 97k 170%7} S7F8FLE. oAl Abake- o, +]
AR AR o]o] FWl AP 49 ot

Ao AL HU A E T A] Gt 20081 oA
2009 d7H4] 11d Afelel] APk Q18 A Z7kg-0] 19%9]
o}, =21 Q17 A ellA] 2RISR W2 15% =<1 A
A APEAL F elo] AFABE HlE-2 30%7 AL, 654] o]
o] APFES QT 109+ WY 60785 Holltt. 104, 20
o, 30tHellAE ARare] APl 19]0]H, 40t S0THellA
= 29lolvh, iR Tt e APdARE EApE ofAte]
2.5 A= god et APt F oo vg
o] JjHoR Eom, ofzte] Hjgo] ¥ H2 AFFE 3l
o} 13del] 15,0009 go] Abd3E7] lahal= thek 20-307t
B AET} AN 5 S 02 S, APA EA) T
2 b theF 4-50% 8 A=Y Ao g AT QI Al
T 3] FYAN AP S A0 R S FAF o2 A
243l Alghe 1-290t o)) o] Evhs T3 ok

o] AREL 1990 ] SRS Q1T 107 HR
109 F<Fo 82X ZA| FAP7E HE e oy Tk 1990
A S 0%, 53] IMF 9715 Ao S7ksk7] Al

A=, AR2le) o] 58 7] AR 22 2004, 51 F-3o]
o J7F thFo] dasirar Azhsls Abolol] ARk 2zt
< 7 gl TR 8 BB, ool BiA= ARkt
A7 oFA ZEslr] 24| fitk. -4 ARl ke
SRS 5 Q= AR off7) AT ARt et w
5 Z2 e A2 S0 JIA| etk Apdelte] &
83 ARSI o]g7} HHA ofe] T 7] dEolx] Akt
FES Ao ARtetg 913 23S wHEaL AR o}
2 AiAdol =4 odar, Al o] st et S 58] A
sk, & A WellM e of2] 23Eo] ¥l 7HA|a
ot AAlEo] A AL AAstE O QA Gt =T AL
AN 49191 ARLE: elgsty] Slste] w7tel AAATE F
sk AR ol B gato] o ] of ol Bttt

AP BA AN STea Aol AL ol

J Korean Med Assoc 2011 August; 54(8): 792-794

Hofgh ofHolli= Apeell B3k Q124 F3o] ARl et
A AR A ERE tideld. galat SAkE Bld
SAFETE Ape Aol Hele] W7} EHs oh A5 os
ZAdskar AofebA] ket ST Al v U
SIEREA], AP o = glokar Azkshs Alghsol
ot d dge AT b= gletl volE =31
& I7) 3t ARRH R FALE Sk o aE 7R A
H= AL, AR ARlE TAH R A A 2 A
& 3 Y Fol= Zlojekar Bzbsko] ALl fx5HA]
5= 24 gt

getetal A AAE Lofor S Al Sl
g, APl o]t} Huf 2] Qlel] ste], 53] Lo
HET S7F Aol Adte] opF T AP o] FolA 3]
A| gt Al Apido] 92 5 Bl kol of
U A, A, A Al 5 2EYX mlgoluf sl 8
52 =Ao] o7 F Folth. At 15k AdEo] 719
3u7E e Ad-E FaM e ojHdo] st L Eek
250 Al v ot A ohal, dhs}, =Als}, 715 &
I, g 7o) 3, A dek A & d=mnt AL gle
Hgletal & e glet, SAk= = ALle] WS vt |
k7] mio|Bhalte shar, Ml A-8-& 2 ek Al
Soll thgh w7} U7 217w ol g8 9171 it

o opFeoll Apelpdrio] A=A H
& flste] m7iel APAR AL AL dAE A=
z5}7] fJte] AR e, 9171 thg-, AR
o GAE 71, Aldstolo 4, AdTet =
el Aol A= Fazshofof o wigstaL ek B

& s =i

o whe} A2k wipd ARl A 2g skl ~
of gt T B A=, Al el ARt ES A A S
2 ARG AL RAE = AE ogolut. ARdAl, Al
2}, APE ARy, 71t 2718, A, 1, A

LSRR REERIDL R L
H

©

A

)

F

o)

2

rr

i

o
0,
rlo
N
P
2

olo
ol
a0
)
e,

il
ol

tfatearEzxl 793



0 NTON | Al E

A gFar, duhal oPRE alE- Ao e glal QbdHE
or], 7t olupd WEARL} Sold
QT EARTILI} SolLh IEART AR AR i
ok AYzhehs wlell mR s o] A e A Blset 9
ot} Ao TR WEH YRolA E otAS 98k =yl
Q12 7|} Ak Elito] 7 Fhe] EALT AFRRE At
201371 12,0007 F=0llA] 7,0007 0 8 7459l o,
Sl Abg 1] 491904 6, 7912 ARkt Ak,
ARl B A 1L} He] 2T w2
3k Zakxle] oF 300 992 = A A ol o] A7 A 0]
Az AP A% 3t} ok 200 o, 55 5 A F el
A o 2 Qlate] APgit), oF 20%+= A3, A1 o
e SO Q3 WEOR, o 200 77k Algtate] A}

-Hlii!

ojor] Q= REHR wlel ARtE 7]%=3 o]fof of
A 7 HA AlApe] Ak o) o] Al o] 1A A o]

Yy

e AUz glo
K2 Qlak A ol gint e RHASO R Qlg
A sk o, SIek, 71, slek AP 1k e A4
g oI5 a2 B Rk, B AN 42 Aol
o, APe] Fjele] Aok ALEIZE 291 BAE S

Ao Ao A& o7 Z)Ea o] Al-olA F8

e,
%

e
ri

Ir

%0,

SHA] ek, B} QML o] e B o] FeHo]
of gttt SJAlEe] B0 2 7] Wlo] 7FsEtaL, oE

7Fedlths Abdo] Tadk Aot o= ks At
A 270 BElaL E HSH 0 R o EES T 5 9l
== 6%5 E%TJr o%lHPEf—;z% o] Huztop & Aol
ZHIFA A ojrkEe] At o

$8 5 Sl 2 kR hasolor 8 Fol,

L

J Korean Med Assoc 2011 August; 54(8): 792-794



