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- Abstract

he number of people living with HIV/AIDS continues to grow, estimated to be 39.5 million as

of the end of 2006, while 4.3 million people were newly infected in 2006. The proportions of
women has continued to grow, currently approaching 50%. Sub-Saharan Africa continues to
bear the brunt of global epidemic, comprising 63% of all infections worldwide. The most striking
increases have occurred in East Asia, Eastern Europe, and Central Asia. High-risk behaviors
(intravenous drug use and unprotected sex between men or with paid sex workers) are the
predominant route of transmission. The number of people with HIV/AIDS continues to increase
since the first report of HIV in Korea, now approaching 4,580 as of the end of 2006. The real
magnitude of HIV epidemic is believed to be much larger than the recent estimates by UNAIDS
shows (13,000 people with HIV infection). The prevalence among the general population is still
low (less than 0.1%; probably 0.003~0.01%). The HIV epidemic in Korea shows several peculiar
features: 1) a male predominance suggesting that the epidemic may still be largely confined to
male homosexual community, while the transmission through heterosexual contact remains less
prominent, 2) a conspicuous absence of contribution of intravenous drug use to current epidemic,
and 3) a very small number of vertical transmission due to the relatively limited number of
infected women. The HIV epidemic is expected to continue to grow in the foreseeable future in
Korea as well as globally unless drastic efforts are made to cope with the epidemic.
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Table 1. Regional HIV/AIDS statistics(2004 & 2006)

Adults and children Adults and children Adult (15~49) Adult and child deaths
living with HIV newly infected with HIV prevalence (%) due to AIDS
Sub-Saharan Africa
2006 24.7 million 2.8 million 5.9% 2.1 million
[21.8~ 27.7 million] [2.4 ~ 3.2 million] [5.2% ~ 6.7%] [1.8~ 2.4 million]
2004 23.6 million 2.6 million 6.0% 1.9 million
[20.9 ~ 26.4 million] [2.2 ~ 2.9 million] [5.3% ~ 6.8%] (1.7~ 2.3 million]
Middle East and North Africa
2006 460,000 68,000 0.2% 36,000
[270,000~ 760,000] [41,000~ 220,000] [0.1% ~ 0.3%] [20,000 ~ 60,000]
2004 400,000 59,000 0.2% 33,000
[230,000 ~ 650,000] [34,000~ 170,000] [0.1% ~ 0.3%] [18,000 ~ 55,000]
South and South-East Asia
2006 7.8 million 860,000 0.6% 590,000
[65.2~ 12.0 million] 550,000 ~ 2.3 million] [0.4% ~ 1.0%] [390,000 ~ 850,000]
2004 7.2 million 770,000 0.6% 510,000
[4.8~ 11.2 million] [480,000 ~ 2.1 million] [0.4% ~ 1.0%] [330,000 ~ 740,000]
East Asia
2006 750,000 100,000 0.1% 43,000
[460,000 ~ 1.2 million] (56,000 ~ 300,000 million] [<0.2%] [26,000 ~ 64,000]
2004 620,000 90,000 0.1% 33,000
[380,000 ~ 1.0 million] [50,000~ 270,000] [<0.2%] [20,000 ~ 49,000]
Oceania
2006 81,000 7,100 0.4% 4,000
[50,000~ 170,000] [3,400 ~ 54,000 | [0.2% ~ 0.9%] [2,300 ~ 6,600]
2004 72,000 8,000 0.3% 2,900
[44,000 ~ 150,000] [3,900~ 61,000] [0.2% ~ 0.8%] [1,600~ 4,600]
Latin America
2006 1.7 million 140,000 0.5% 65,000
[1.3~ 2.5 million] [100,000~ 410,000] [04% ~ 1.2%] [51,000 ~ 84,000]
2004 1.5 million 130,000 0.5% 53,000
[1.2~ 2.2 million] [100,000 ~ 320,000] [0.4% ~ 0.7%] [41,000 ~ 69,000]
Caribbean
2006 250,000 27,000 1.2% 19,000
(190,000 ~ 320,000] [20,000 ~ 41,000] [0.9% ~ 1.7%] [14,000 ~ 25,000]
2004 240,000 25,000 1.1% 21,000
[180,000 ~ 300,000] (19,000 ~ 35,000] [0.9% ~ 1.5%] [15,000 ~ 28,000]
Eastern Europe and Central Asia
2006 1.7 million 270,000 0.9% 84,000
[1.2~ 2.6 million] [170,000 ~ 820,000] [0.6% ~ 1.4%] (58,000~ 120,000]
2004 1.4 million 160,000 0.7% 48,000
[950,000 ~ 2.1 million] [110,000~ 470,000] [0.5% ~ 1.1%] [34,000 ~ 66,000]
Western and Central Europe
2006 740,000 22,000 0.3% 12,000
580,000~ 970,000] [18,000 ~ 33,000] [0.2% ~ 0.4%] [<15,000]
2004 700,000 22,000 0.3% 12,000
[550,000 ~ 920,000] [18,000 ~ 33,000] [0.2% ~ 0.4%] [<15,000]
North America
2006 1.4 million 43,000 0.8% 18,000
[880,000 ~ 2.2 million] [34,000 ~ 65,000] [0.6% ~ 1.1%] [11,000 ~ 26,000]
2004 1.2 million 43,000 0.7% 18,000
[710,000 ~ 1.9 million] [34,000 ~ 65,000] [0.4% ~ 1.0%] [11,000 ~ 26,000]
TOTAL
2006 39.5 million 4.3 million 1.0% 2.9 million
[34.1 ~ 47.1 million] [3.6 ~ 6.6 million] [0.9% ~ 1.2%] [2.5~ 3.5 million]
2004 36.9 million 3.9 million 1.0% 2.7 million
[31.9~ 43.8 million] [3.3~ 5.8 million] [0.8% ~ 1.2%] [2.3 ~ 3.2 million]
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Table 2. HIV/AIDS cases by transmission categories in Korea (1985~2006)
KCDC 2006
Total Male Female
Catego
dgory No.of cases  Per cent (%) No. of cases  Per cent (%) No. cases Per cent (%)
CTowl 3849 1000 348 1000 %7 1000
Heterosexual contact 2,290 h9.5 1,933 hb.b 357 97.3
Male-to—male sexual contact 1,505 39.1 1,505 43.2 0 0.0
Transfusion (blood products) 46 1.2 40 1.1 6 1.6
Blood products (17) (0.4) (17) (0.5) (0) (0.0)
Blood transfusion (in Korea) (16) (0.4) (11) (0.3) (5) (1.3)
Blood transfusion (overseas) (13) (0.3) 12) (0.3) (1) (0.3)
Vertical transmission 6 0.1 2 0.1 4 1.1
Injection drug user 2 0.1 2 0.1 0 0.0
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Figure 1. Number of cases with HIV/AIDS by year of diagnosis (cumulative and newly infected).
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