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Table 1. Diagnostic Tests for the Detection of Mycoplasma pneumoniae Infection

Diagnostic test Material ~ Sensitivity/Specificity Time to result Practical preference
Culture NPA/PS Not useful Weeks Not useful
EIA NPA Useful 1 Day Useful
PCR NPA/PS Preferable 1 Day Preferable
CFA
Acute phase Serum Not useful 2 Days Not useful
Convalescent phase Serum Preferable Weeks Useful”
EIA
IgM/acute phase Serum Preferable 1 Day Preferable
IgM + G/convalescent phase Serum Not useful Weeks Useful”

“For confirmation and epidemiology useful

NPA, nasopharyngeal aspirate; PS, pharyngeal swab.; EIA, enzyme immunoassay; CFA, complement fixation

assay(Adapted from reference 2)
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Fig. 1. Major clinical manifestations of Mycoplasmal pneumonia(From Baum SG.
Mycoplasmal infections. In: Wyngaarden JB, Smith LH Jr, Bennett JG, eds. Ce-
cil Textbook of Medicine. 19th ed. Philadelphia; WB Saunders; 1992:1615).
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