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The Role of Infection Control Nurse During Emerging Infectious Disease
Epidemic - Focusing on the Middle East Respiratory Syndrome -

Kyeong Sook Cha', Myoung Jin Shin’, Ji Young Lee’, Hee Kyung Chun*

Department of Nursing Science, Sunmoon University], Asan, Infection Control Services, Seoul National University Bundang Hospital“’,

Seongnam, Department of Infection Control, Catholic University Seoul St. Mary Hospitalj,
Kyung Hee University School of Medicine, Kyung Hee Hospital’, Seoul, Korea

Background: The aim of this study was to examine in detail the difficulties infection control nurses (ICN) experience in

their work, and to investigate their roles during Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) outbreaks, using qualitative

methods.

Methods: Two focus groups were formed by convenience sampling of eight infection control nurses from each of the

hospitals where patients with suspected or confirmed MERS were hospitalized and from those hospitals where no

MERS cases were found. One interview each was conducted for both of focus groups in November 2015. Contents of

the focus group discussions were analyzed for the investigated features and categories.

Results: When MERS outbreaks occurred, ICNs provided suggestions on applications of policies, rules and procedures,

reporting and communication; participated in education and trainings, consultations,

detection and monitoring of

MERS cases; and controlled infection among staff. Depending on the type of work, they had various roles such as

coordinator, decision maker, administrator, information provider, educator, leader, consultant, and epidemiological

investigator.

Conclusion: Infection control nurses performed various tasks and played an important role during a MERS outbreak.

They experienced difficulties at a personal level as well as in their work environment. Therefore, it is necessary to

provide a systematic education program to enhance ICNs competency, while clearly defining their role to help them

cope with the infection crisis effectively. In addition to the national level, a system for self-supporting medical

institutions should be established.

Keywords: Epidemics, Infection control, Nurses, Role

Received: November 8, 2016

Revised: February 17, 2017

Accepted: June 8, 2017

Correspondence to: Ji Young Lee, Department of Infection
Control, Catholic University Seoul St. Mary Hospital, 222
Banpo-daero, Seocho-gu, Seoul 06591, Korea

Tel: 02-2258-5485, Fax: 02-2258-5488

E-mail: gyoung@catholic.ac.kr

Introduction

ol o A
=211 o

1. o719

214171 &9 S35 BAEZ 7155 (Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome, SARS), o]&zt 5 A2
FERY SPoR ARY A% 4 A



0
iio]

/01X /S

Rl

<J

ir
R0

|=:

/

A

32

piratory syndrome, MERS)2> 20124 A}-9-tjo}at

B

2 Y3l Middle East Respiratory Syndrome Co-

I 3571A At

[e]
Rl

|

R

ronavirus (MERS-CoV)7} €9
grolti[1]. 20159 59 1o

Mo
_—OT
To°

1o
1o
ol

B

SR SR
o ufet MERS

A

Materials and Methods

1. AFAA

F
1

T

18675 9|

°

A

°

A
FR

=13
=

=

o

717}
10970 S TH2].

7FA]
Sm7|Hel A 2t B

2|

<
=

o

|

=
L

k18

=

[e)

-

1

.

A

=25 20154 12
B 5% HYeRREH B3] 9

AA A7 7]

BERE:

=z
16,7527 o] 3l t}.

_?;5;
&8l
1}

=

o
H

} o]

il
[e)
—

I
]

A
.
S

A]

Al RS ARS]

RS

MERS &

A

B!
)

i

ot

ol
;OE
B
ol)
w8
Hir
Hlo
Cul

N
%O

oyl
o

M
G

NI

MERS 4ol &

=
5

A

Fol A=k 871 o= 7]t

3|

o

Mo

i
o

™

—_—
file]

4

wenEe AR F 7

A

&2z 9

o,

i

ol)

87119

L
fle

o]

<

)

bebsha bApubgy Al o

N

£ AFgol AT FolaelA Aol BH}

Y

o] Mutel AL

g

bAoA

Ap BEX

[e}

A

Aol A

=

=

e

15

R4

o

Aol

71

0

=
T

H

o1zt

2}
=]

Flen,

=

& Aol

A7

. O_U

ot

el

s

ol

fojof T

1

A

1

R

Al

A

o
fral

I

0
v

<
A
B

o] E4L& Table 13} i,

SOl A2E ubRle] whE

== AAAR i



10
02
>
0y
1%
]
)
N
ol
=
s}
19
o

Table 1. General characteristics of the subjects (N=16)

N (%)

Characteristics Mean£SD (Range)

Age (years) 41.80+4.92
Education level

Master 10 (62.50)

> Master 6 (37.50)
Position

Staft nurses 3 (18.75)

Charge nurses 4 (25.00)

=>Head nurse 9 (56.25)
Hospital career (year) 19.11+5.39

(10.6-34.5)

Infection control practice 10.55£3.05

career (year) (7.8-15.2)
Number of beds

400-599 3 (18.75)

600-799 3 (18.75)

800-999 6 (37.50)

>1,000 4 (25.00)
Type of healthcare facilities

Advanced general hospital 10 (62.50)

General hospital 6 (37.50)
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