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Compliance with research ethics in daily settings
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It was during the summer when concerns were raised with regard to the research ethics in scientific and technological
circles. There have been reports that university professors and researchers who participated in national and international con-
ferences hosted by predator publishing groups such as Wassett and OMIX have become 1317 in the last five years. In addition,
while working in college, a prominent scientist who was praised as a scientist close to the Nobel Prize became a controversial
article that he falsely reported his job at the university and took him to the company that was the largest shareholder.

There are concerns about overall quality degradation of scientific and technological research through intentional or recurrent
participations in predatory conferences, which is considered a serious problem, given that it can even cause the collapse of the
foundation itself of science and technology built up by mutual trust. The government is also examining an appropriate scheme to
impose penalties, sanctions, and disadvantages depending on the outcomes of case-by-case investigations.

Amidst the protest by the researcher and university involved against the media coverage about the patent issue related to the
original technology, society has different views from those of the group of scientists defending themselves. The scientist group
talk about autonomous compliance with ethical codes and express concerns about excessive supervision and regulation. How-
ever, regarding the problems associated with participation in predatory conferences and patent filing of original technology, citi-
zens are enraged by the unjustified use of their tax money for personal purposes and illegitimate enjoyment of the achievements
as public goods by individuals or private businesses.

Concurrently, this country has been led by the nationalist view that the development of science and technology is the nation’s
development, and has recognized the authorities of the scientist group. However, there is an increasingly widening gap between
the ethical standards required by society and those of scientists.

It is high time that scientists examined the essence of the ethics standards required by society and sought ways to fulfill their
social responsibilities. Researchers committed to oral health and preventive dentistry also need to lend an attentive ear to the re-
search ethics that the society requires.
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