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Better oral health with local community

Dong-Hun Han

Managing Editor of the Journal of the Korean Academy of Oral Health

At our recent spring academic meeting held on March 24, 2018, the head of the Department of Oral Health at the Ministry of
Health and Wellbeing explained the primary basic oral Health business plan (basic plan) for the period between 2017 and 2021.
The basic plan aims to promote oral health and alleviate inequality by providing integrated and individualized care by the area of
residence, with the vision of “better oral health with local community”. The establishment of a nation-wide mid-term oral health
business plan is commendable. However, a few concerns regarding its execution must be raised.

The basic plan proclaims the promotion of oral health and the alleviation of inequality as its purpose, but exactly how in-
equality is to be improved and monitored is unclear, and there are no designated indicators that can be used to evaluate oral
health inequality. According to the results of a study published on our journal, there is oral health inequality across different
communities, and the incidence of dental caries varies greatly across socioeconomic positions within a given community. De-
spite this fact, the action plan by the government is limited to the expansion of service and facility. Identifying the disadvantaged
group in oral health and proposing a business plan suitable to the target population, executing the said business plan with the
cooperation from the community, evaluating the results and improving the business plan based on these results may be too
much to expect from our government. There are studies questioning whether the expansion of healthcare service in the context
of the dominance of healthcare environment by the private sector is exacerbating oral health inequality. I can only hope that the
first basic plan is well-executed and well-evaluated so that it may contribute to the improvement of national oral health.

I also hope that the vision of “better oral health with local community” is reflected in the tap water fluoride concentration
management campaign that is being carried out with the help from local communities and leads the improvement of national
oral health.
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