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Rehabilitation of a patient with atrophic ridges using gothic arch

tracing and nonpressure impression: a case report

Shin-Yeop Lee, Jung-Hyun Yu*

Department of Prosthetic Dentistry, Veterans Health Service Medical Center, Seoul, Republic of Korea

Flabby ridges adversely affect the stability of complete dentures. For the management it is suggested that soft tissues reconditioned
before making definitive dentures, and modified impression techniques used for the flabby ridges. Also, correct record of centric
relation is important in complete dentures. This case of 67-year-old edentulous female patient had atrophied ridges on the
mandible and the flabby ridge on the maxilla. Treatment dentures were fabricated using gothic arch tracing method and tissue
conditioner. Definitive dentures were made using window opening impression technique, the gothic arch tracing method, and
lingualized occlusion. The patient was satisfied with the function and esthetic quality of the new prostheses. (J Dent Rehabil Appl

Sci 2018;34(3):232-38)
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Rehabilitation of a patient with atrophic ridges using gothic arch tracing and nonpressure impression: a case report
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Fig. 1. Initial panoramic radiograph.

Fig. 2. Pre-existing old dentures. (A) Maxillary denture with partial dislodgement of a relining material, (B) Mandibular

denture with the short posterior border.

Fig. 3. Initial intraoral photographs. (A) Maxilla, flabby tissue and epulis fissuratum were observed at right anterior re-
gion, (B) Mandible with atrophied ridges, (C) Intraoral Photograph with old dentures showing unstable occlusion.
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Fig. 5. Treatment dentures with tissue conditioner.

Fig. 6. Maxillary impression. (A) Border molding using modeling compound, (B) Impression, (C) Master cast, (D) Win-
dow formation on flabby ridge.
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Fig. 9. Definitive dentures, (A) polished surface of maxillary denture, (B) polished surface of mandibular denture, (C)
Intraoral view with definitive dentures.
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