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A new start and new expectations

Bo—Hyoung Jin

The President of the Korean Academy of Preventive Dentistry and Oral Health

The Korean Academy of Preventive Dentistry and Oral Health welcomed its new executive committee in the spring of 2022, and
we continue to prepare for this still-new century. As we look back on our 60-year history and as we look forward to 2027 and the
celebration of the 60th anniversary of the publication of the Journal of Korean Academy of Preventive Dentistry and Oral Health, the
Association’s official journal, we must devote ourselves anew to a better future as we anticipate a new start.

Now that society is seeing the light at the end of the long tunnel of COVID-19, the movement to return to daily life is stronger
than ever. However, since we have all endured long periods of non-face-to-face interaction and have grown accustomed to new
communication methods, we can expect that the daily life we will encounter in the future will be quite different from the one we ex-
perienced in the past.

The research field now comprises not only the on-site, face-to-face communication world but also the virtual, non-face-to-face
communication world, and this is emerging as an important research topic in and of itself. As a consequence of this broadening of
the research field, even research on disciplines that were previously quite unfamiliar to us is expanding. One of the most important
implications of this shift is the breaking down of boundaries in and between academic fields. While signs of the erosion of intra- and
inter-disciplinary boundaries were visible in the past, it is impossible to erase the feeling that the development of that atmosphere
has accelerated in the context of COVID-19.

The 77th Oral Health Day was held on June 9th across South Korea. The government took the occasion to announce the coun-
try’s future oral health-related business plans. These plans included a variety of highly innovative content in line with the recent phe-
nomenon of reduced intra- and inter-disciplinary boundaries and the prioritization of people-centered, integrated management.

People-centered management is one of the most important concepts in the contemporary research climate and an important is-
sue in the field of health overall. As such, the Academy feels that in terms of direction, it should pursue research on people-centered
management in particular. Accordingly, I expect that the members of the Academy will take the lead in producing solid results in
that area that will enhance the literature and benefit the public in the future.
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