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Background and Objectives The number of otolaryngologists in Korea has increased rap-
idly in recent years. However, as the population is expected to decrease gradually, it is neces-
sary to study the appropriate number of otolaryngologists.

Subjects and Method We counted the number of otolaryngologists certified annually and
the number of currently active otolaryngologists, and estimated the retirement time from this
data. In addition, the statistics from the National Statistical Office were used to survey the total
population and the youth population under the age of 14 up to 2060. Finally, changes in the num-
ber of active otolaryngologists and the population per otolaryngologist were predicted by 2060.

Results The total number of otolaryngologists certified by 2020 was 4699, and the number of
active otolaryngologists in 2019 was 3950. The average duration of retirement is about 36.5 years,
and it is expected to be 40 years soon. Currently, 77.4% of otolaryngologists are practitioners,
and 51.3% are working in Seoul and Gyeonggi-do. In 2009, the number of people per otolaryn-
gologist was about 17000, whereas in 2019 it was sharply reduced to about 13000. If 120 oto-
laryngologists are produced each year, it decreases to about 10000 by 2060. However, if the
number of new otolaryngologists is reduced to 100 per year, it can be maintained at around 12000
in 2060. In any case, however, the number of patients under 14 years of age cannot be prevented

from falling sharply.
Conclusion It is necessary to adjust the number of otolaryngologists to account for popula-
tion decline. Korean J Otorhinolaryngol-Head Neck Surgg 2021;64(2):77-85
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Fig. 1. Cumulative number of otolaryngologists and number of ac-
tive otolaryngologists. A, B represent the number of otolaryngolo-
gists who retired by 2009 (n=475) and 2019 (n=636), respectively.
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Table 1. Number of active otolaryngologists by hospital type
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Fig. 4. Youth population under the age of 14 divided by the number
of active otolaryngologists (number of otolaryngologists certified
every year/duration of practice). Model 1: (120/37 years), Model 2:
(120/40 years), Model 3: (100/37 years), Model 4: (100/40 years).
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] Appendix 1 [J

Number of otolaryngologist discharges each year

Numper of Year Numbgr of . Numper of Year Numbgr of .
certification tests otolaryngologists certified certification tests otolaryngologists certified

1952-59 84 33 1990 89

1 1960 11 34 1991 82
2 1960 4 35 1992 82
3 1961 6 36 1993 23
4 1962 17 37 1994 95
5 1963 11 38 1995 110
6 1964 15 39 1996 111
7 1965 19 40 1997 99
8 1966 16 41 1998 122
9 1967 20 42 1999 131
10 1968 36 43 2000 160
11 1969 17 44 2001 166
12 1970 18 45 2002 168
13 1971 17 46 2003 17
14 1972 29 47 2004 141
15 1973 23 48 2005 137
16 1974 20 49 2006 135
17 1975 25 50 2007 19
18 1976 13 51 2008 131
19 1977 15 52 2009 114
20 1978 32 53 2010 137
21 1979 13 54 2011 104
22 1980 44 55 2012 128
23 1981 35 56 2013 111
24 1982 42 57 2014 115
25 1983 102 58 2015 122
26 1984 67 59 2016 135
27 1985 45 60 2017 125
28 1986 56 61 2018 114
30 1987 59 62 2019 111
31 1988 62 63 2020 113
32 1989 79 Total 4699
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Koreas Population Change., The orange part represents the population of children under the age of 14
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