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Early Gastric Cancer with Cellulitis-like Skin Metastasis

Yong Ho Jang, Do Hyoung Lim, Yo Han Kim, Won Yong Suh, Keon Woo Park, Il Han Song and Soon Il Lee

Department of Internal Medicine, Dankook University College of Medicine, Cheonan, Korea

Skin metastasis from internal carcinoma rarely occurs and it has an incidence of 0.7% to 9%. Although the prognosis of
the skin metastases varies considerably depending on the type of the primary malignancy, presence of metastatic skin cancer
usually implies a widespread systemic disease and a high mortality. A 50-year-old Korean male patient visited Dankook University
Hospital for evaluation of skin rash on his whole abdomen of about 1 month’s duration. He had undergone laparoscopy-assisted
distal gastrectomy due to early gastric cancer about 3 months ago. He did not complain of any noticeable symptoms like
febrile sense or pruritus. Skin biopsy was performed on the periumbilical area at previous port site and around the scar.
Microscopic examination revealed multiple malignant cells in lymphatic spaces, consistent with metastatic carcinoma. He was
therefore diagnosed with isolated skin metastasis from early gastic cancer. Because of patient’s poor liver function, systemic
chemotherapy could not be performed and only best supportive care was provided. Herein, we report a rare case of cellulitis-like
skin metastasis from early gastric cancer with a brief review of the literature. (Korean J Gastroenterol 2014;63:39-41)
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Fig. 1. Diffuse erythematous cellulitis-like skin rash on whole
abdomen.
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Fig. 2. Microscopic findings of the skin biopsy. (A) Malignant cells are seen in lymphatic spaces which is consistent with metastatic adeno-
carcinoma (H&E, x100). (B) Immunohistochemical staining performed on the cells in lymphatic spaces were positive for Pan-CK (x200).
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