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Abstract
PurposeThis study's purpose is to classify and analyze caregivers' recognition of the elderly suicidal intents.

MethodsThis study uses applied Q-methodology to measure human subjectivity in depth. Concretely, 35 statements are composed in depth interviews and literature investigation. Then, Q-cards and distributive chart of Q-sampling were given to 25 caregivers randomly-selected, who were asked to arrange them on a 7-score based. After coding Q-factor analysis is carried out with the PC-QUANL program.

ResultsFour types of indicators of the elderly suicidal intents were identified by the caregivers. These are Knowledge-based recognition, Behavioral measure based recognition, Negative comprehension and Sympathy.

ConclusionIn this study, four types of recognition were yielded among the caregivers and the characteristics of each type were analyzed. These findings may be useful in assessing suicidal potential and nursing interventions.
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Notes
This manuscript is a revision of the first author's master's thesis from Hanyang University.
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Q-sample distribution.
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Q-Statements and Z-Score for Type
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Demographic Characteristics and Factor Weight by Type (N=25)Elem. school=elementary school.
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1 Talks drastially less than usual, 075 038 049 175
2 Frequently says "l shall diel” or "l have just a e days before dying!" s 00 046 A6
3 Abruptly cleans up afer himself/herself, leaves a will, and is prepared for something weird, 150 074 119
4 Asks anyone if he/she should live or dic, 003 085 @2 049
5 Frequently asks people around whether he/she is useful 080 13 006 023
6 Says to his/her children not 0 be sad if he/she dies, 054 098 07 109
7 Abrupily spends money for anyone for free. 005 066 048 166
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elder has suicidal deation.
25 Itis desimble (0 encourage an clder to have some hobbies or o leave on a family tip when 059 161 201 124
noticing an elder has suicidal intention,
26 When an elder has suicidal ideation, we inform it of other family members and set upsome 128 167 059 047
27 ahink i is just stupid of an elder to have suicidal intention. 476 118 051 035
28 Asign of suicidal intention is a phenomenon showing the wish that someone noticed itand 146 067 066 124
gave help.
29 Noticing an elder tries to commit suicide, we should at once make a contact with asuicide 056 147 046
prevention center (0 request help
30 1 don't know why I should be informed of someone elses suicidal intention. 475 047 A7 098
31 Itis alight for an elder 10 die or not and I have no concern about 202 A7 052 A8
32 A caregiver of an ekler might have no concem about the elder's suicidal intention, but 405 A% 07 03
‘might wish the clder died by commiting suicide.
33 believe it is because a caregiver does not take sincere care of an elder that the elder 066 009 037 o
come (o have suicidal intention.
34 The more severe an elder's depression, the more expressions of suicide he/she makes, 041 07 o088 035
35 Elders suicidal intention can occur when they find no reason to live as they have got old 045 03 216 17






