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Abstract
Reconstructing the impact of infectious disease on past populations is one of the main fields in paleopathological studies. The initial phase of paleopathology was descriptive, focusing on the identification and presence of disease in the past. However, currently paleopathological studies are moving toward probing questions about the larger picture of origin and transmission of disease agents. In this study, paleopathological studies of major infectious disease (i.e., tubuerculosis, treponemal disease and leprosy) were reviewed through osteoarcheological work published in American Journal of Physical Anthropology, International Journal of Osteoarchaeology, Journal of Archaeological Science and International Journal of Paleopathology from 1981 to 2017.
A basic objective of this research was to examine many types of research in paleopathology and to characterize research trend in this field. As paleopathological studies becomes more abundant, the approaches to infectious disease have been increasingly specialized and interdisciplinary from 1980. Also, methodology used in paleopathology continues to evolve through the holistic approaches of molecular analysis, radiology and histopathology. Ultimately, this study reinforces the importance for retention of large-scale skeletal collections for paleopathological study in population perspective. In the near future, Korean paleopathology can contribute in the reconstructions of the history of disease and its effect on past human populations.
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Article categories published in AJPA and IJOA by period.
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Table 1

Journals included in this study	Journal Name (abbreviation)	Publication	Ranking (2016)
	American Journal of Physical Anthropology (AJPA)	Monthly [US] 1918~	10/82 (Anthropology)
	International Journal of Osteoarchaeology (IJOA)	Bimonthly [UK] 1991~	38/82 (Anthropology)
	International Journal of Paleopathology (IJPP)	Quarterly [US] 2011~	21/262 (Archaeology)
	Journal of Archaeological Science (JAS)	Monthly [UK] 1974~	3/262 (Archaeology)
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Table 2

Classification of articles examined in this study	Article categories	Methodology
	Case study	Macroscopic analysis
	 Study of remains on an individual-by-individual basis, but several skeletons may be described
	Population study	Radiological analysis
	 Study of one or more skeletal collections may be described
	Methodological study	Histological analysis
	 Innovations in paleopathological study
	Review	Molecular analysis
	 Literature reviews of existing publications
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Table 3

Articles from major anthropological journals split by article categories	Journal/Period	Article categories
	Case study	Population study	Methodology	Review	Total
	AJPA					
	 1981~2000	5	8	2	1	16
	 2001~2017	6	22	1	2	31
	JAS					
	 1981~2000	5	3	0	1	9
	 2001~2017	4	8	1	2	15
	IJOA					
	 1991~2000	10	5	0	3	18
	 2001~2017	17	8	1	1	27
	IJPP					
	 2011~2017	7	4	0	1	12
	Total	54	58	5	11	128
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Table 4

Methodology used in the articles by journal and period	Journal/Period	Methodology categories
	Macroscopic	Radiology	Histology	Molecular	Other
	AJPA					
	 1981~2000	11	6	1	2	2
	 2000~2017	17	5	2	7	4
	JAS					
	 1981~2000	4	3	0	4	1
	 2000~2017	5	4	0	9	2
	IJOA					
	 1991~2000	13	8	1	2	3
	 2000~2017	22	12	1	3	2
	IJPP					
	 2011~2017	10	2	0	3	1
	Total	82	40	5	30	15
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Table 5

Methodology of the articles split by infectious disease	Infectious disease	Methodology categories
	Macroscopic	Radiology	Histology	Molecular	Other	Total
	Tuberculosis						
	 1981~2000	6	3	1	7	1	18
	 2000~2017	20	7	1	16	6	50
	Syphilis						
	 1981~2000	12	9	0	0	0	21
	 2000~2017	20	10	2	1	2	35
	Leprosy						
	 1991~2000	8	6	1	1	3	19
	 2000~2017	16	6	0	5	3	30
	Total	82	41	5	30	15	173
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