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Abstract
The 2nd to 4th digit ratio (2D : 4D) reflects exposure level of sex hormones in fetal period. The aim of this study is to identify a change of digit ratio according to age and a critical age showing gender difference in Korean children. This study was done on 1,182 children (588 males, 594 females). Data were collected by measuring index and ring finger length on both hands by photocopy. The data were analyzed using SPSS win 21.0. This study showed that the 2nd and 4th finger length and digit ratio of both hands increased with age both male and female. There was no differences in 2nd to 4th digit ratio between males and females until they were 3 years old. However, there were significant differences in 2nd to 4th digit ratio between males and females from the age of four. The results suggest that digit ratio in Korean children increases with age and a critical age showing gender difference is from the age of four.
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[image: Figure F1 ]Figure 1

This is a graph showing changes of right second to fourth digit ratio according to age between males and females.


[BACK]
[image: Figure F2 ]Figure 2

This is a graph showing changes of left second to fourth digit ratio according to age between males and females.
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[image: Table  ]Table 1

Distribution of the sample according to gender and age (N=1,182)
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[image: Table  ]Table 2

Characteristics of second and fourth finger length according to gender and age in right hand (N=1,182)M; mean, SD; standard deviation
*p<.05
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[image: Table  ]Table 3

Characteristics of second and fourth finger length according to gender and age in left hand (N=1,182)M; mean, SD; standard deviation
**p<.01
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