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Abstract
PurposeThis integrative review was done to explore trends in mental health nursing research on women in terms of a research paradigm, life-cycles of the women, and mental health concepts.

Methodsn this study an examination was done of the literature on mental health of women described in nursing research published in major Korean nursing journal databases from 2000 to 2012. The Journal of Child Health Nursing was excluded. The MeSH search terms included 'nursing' and 'woman' and 282 articles were included in the final review.

ResultsPostpositivism was the most predominantly used paradigm. Middle aged women were studied more often and older and reproductive aged women were less likely to be studied compared to their percentage of the total population. Researchers focused most on depression, followed by sleep disorders and anxiety disorders.

ConclusionThe study results indicate a need for rmfjtunursing researchers to utilize various research paradigms when conducting nursing research and demonstrate paradigm utility. Researchers should also pay more attention to older and reproductive aged women, and to anxiety disorders.
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Analysis of Korean Nursing Journal between 2000 to 2012 (N=282)JKAN=Journal of Korean Academy of Nursing; JKAPMHN=Journal of Korean Academy of Psychiatric and Mental Health Nursing; JKANA=Journal of Korean Academy of Nursing Administration; KJAN=Korean Journal of Adult Nursing; JKAFN=Journal of Korean Academy of Fundamentals of Nursing; JKWHN=Journal of Korean Womena Health Nursing. JKACHN=Journal of Korean Academy of Community Health Nursing; JKBNS=Journal of Korean Biological Nursing Science.
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Type of the Research Design and Characteristics of the Subjects (N=282)*Redundantly analyzed.
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The Concept of Mental Health†Redundantly analyzed.
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