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Abstract
When starting initial medication in people with type 2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM), the appropriate drug should be selected considering characteristics of the patient, efficacy, side effects, and cost. It is generally recommended to use metformin as the first-line treatment oral hypoglycemic agent in T2DM patients. Metformin is recommended as the first treatment because of its excellent glucose lowering effect, relatively mild side effects, long-term safety, low risk of hypoglycemia, and small weight gain. If it is difficult to use metformin as a first-line treatment, appropriate drugs can be selected based on the clinical situation.
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[image: Table  ]Table 1

Oral antihyperglycemic agents for patients with type 2 diabetes mellitus used in KoreaAdapted from the article of Ko et al. Diabetes Metab J 2017;41:337-48 [1].
HbA1c, glycosylated hemoglobin; GI, gastrointestinal; eGFR, estimated glomerular filtration rate; DPP-4, dipeptidyl peptidase-4; GLP-1, glucagon-like peptide 1; GIP, gastric inhibitory polypeptide; SGLT2, sodium-glucose cotransporter 2; CKD, chronic kidney disease; DKA, diabetic ketoacidosis.
aMonotherapy.
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