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Cytologic Findings of Malakoplakia of the Uterine Cervix and the Vagina -A Case Report-
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Abstract
Malakoplakia is an uncommon chronic granulomatous inflammation that usually involves the urinary and gastrointestinal tracts, but rarely affects the female genital tract. We experienced a case of malakoplakia in a cervicovaginal smear in a 54-year-old woman. Colposcopic examination showed a friable, easily bleeding tissue in the uterine cervix and the vaginal fornix. The cervicovaginal smear consisted of numerous isolated histiocytes, polymorphonuclear leukocytes, lymphocytes, and plasma cells. The histiocytes had an abundant, granular, and degenerated cytoplasm with inflammatory cell debris. Michaelis-Gutmann bodies were readily identified.
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  Colposcopic finding: friable, easily bleeding tissue in the uterine cervix and the vaginal fornix is noted.
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  Histologic findings (A) The cervical mucosa is covered by thick layers of inflammatory exudates forming plaque-like tissue. (B) The histiocytes (von Hansemann cells) have abundant, granular and degenerated cytoplasm with debris of inflammatory cells. (C) Numerous intracellular and extracellular calcified inclusions (Michaelis-Gutmann bodies) are noted (arrows). (H&E).
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  Cytologic features on cervicovaginal smear (A) Numerous isolated histiocytes (von Hansemann cells), polymorphonuclear leukocytes, lymphocytes, and plasma cells are seen. (B) Laminated intracellular Michaelis-Gutmann bodies (arrows) are identified. (Papanicolaou stain).
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