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Subjectivity on Childbearing in High School Students

Baek, Kyoung Ah" - Kwon, Hye Jin?

- Ryu, Seung Hee'
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*College of Nursing, Chung-Ang University, Seoul, Korea

Purpose: This study was to explore subjectivity on childbearing in high school students. Methods: A Q-methodology
which provides a method of analyzing the subjectivity of each type was used. Forty-three high school students classi-
fied 40 selected Q-statements into 9 points standard. The obtained data were analyzed by using the pc-QUANL
program. Results: High school students' subjectivity on childbearing were analyzed into two types: Type 1 turned
out to be 'FOLS (family oriented life style)' and Type 2 'CINK (couple important no kid)'. Conclusion: In order to resolve
such problems as low birth rate and the advanced age of the population, effective youth and adult programs, policy
and institution are required. The current demographic, economic and other factors such as personal values and poli-
cies may lower birth rate. In particular, youths' need for children and birth rate tend to be lower. There are positive
and negative patterns in high school students’ subjectivity on childbearing. Thus, national and social efforts are need-
ed to change negative factors into positive ones. In order to maintain positive subjectivity on childbearing in high
school students, it is necessary to apply family-centered educational programs and to implement birth-friendly and

realistic programs for promoting child birth.
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Table 1. Demographic Characteristics and Factor Weight for P-sample

Factor .. Brothers & Satisfaction Parents
Type Var no. . Gender Age Religion : .
weight sisters degree (5 scale) marriage state
Type 1 (n=29) 40 3.3680 F 17 None 1B & 3S 5 Marriage
25 3.2669 M 18 None 1B & 28 5 Marriage
22 29534 M 17 Buddhist 3B 5 Marriage
21 2.6838 M 17 Catholic alone - Marriage
5 1.9338 M 17 None 2B 5 Marriage
39 1.5684 F 18 None 28 4 Divorce
24 1.4883 M 18 None 2B 4 Marriage
23 1.3596 M 17 Protestant 1B & 1S 5 Marriage
14 1.3386 F 17 Catholic 1B & 28 5 Marriage
17 1.2974 F 15 Protestant alone - Marriage
32 1.2951 M 18 Catholic 2B & 1S 4 Marriage
18 1.2900 F 16 Protestant 1B & 1S 4 Marriage
2 1.1582 M 17 Protestant 2B 4 Marriage
11 1.1148 F 16 Catholic 1B & 28 5 Marriage
8 1.1131 M 17 None 1B & 1S 3 Marriage
12 1.0637 F 16 None 28 4 Marriage
34 9920 F 17 None 1B & 1S 5 Marriage
4 8675 M 17 None 1B & 28 5 Marriage
6 9294 M 17 Catholic 3B 5 Marriage
27 9755 M 18 None 2B 5 Marriage
7 9013 M 17 Protestant 2B 5 Divorce
37 8790 F 18 None 25 4 Marriage
43 8755 M 17 None 2B 5 Marriage
10 8309 F 16 None 28 5 Marriage
31 7565 M 17 Protestant 2B 3 Marriage
16 .6667 F 15 None 28 5 Marriage
15 0516 F 17 Buddhist 1B & 1S 3 Marriage
1 6272 M 16 Protestant 1B & 1S 5 Marriage
35 4226 F 17 Catholic alone - Marriage
Type 2 (n=14) 33 2.9486 M 18 Protestant 2B & 1S 3 Marriage
13 2.2602 F 16 None 1B & 28 3 Marriage
20 1.8859 F 15 Protestant 1B & 1S 4 Marriage
36 1.1484 F 17 Protestant 1B & 1S 5 Marriage
28 1.0542 M 17 Protestant 2B 5 Divorce
38 1.0023 F 18 Protestant 1B & 1S 4 Marriage
42 9671 M 17 None alone - Marriage
30 9528 M 17 None 2B 3 Marriage
26 9248 M 17 None 2B 5 Marriage
29 8956 M 17 None 1B & 2S 4 Marriage
19 8917 F 15 Protestant 2S 4 Divorce
9 .6380 F 16 Protestant 3S 4 Marriage
41 5804 F 17 Protestant 1B & 28 3 Marriage
3 4581 M 17 None 1B & 1S 2 Marriage
Table 2. Eigen Value, Variance, and Cumulative Percentage Table 3. Correlation Matrix between Types
Variables Type 1 Type 2 Variables Type 1 Type 2
Figen value 18.3954 4.0953 Type 1 1.000 537
Variance 4278 .0952 Type 2 1.000
Cumulative 4278 .5230
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Table 4. Z-scores and Q-statements Descriptions for Type 1

No Q-Statement Z-score
7 I respect my parents for going through much pain to give birth to me. 1.42
The birth of a new life is great and sacred. 1.39
17 A child is the fruit of love between husband and wife. 1.38
24 Maternal love is strong and great. 1.36
28 To become a parent is the worthiest in life, 1.30
20 A child can strengthen relationships between family members. 1.17
29 Children are the nation's future, 1.06
34 When I see a child, I have the desire to have my own. 0.99
40 I would like my child to be healthy rather than academically-inclined. 0.99
37 It is right to have children. 0.80
39 A child is the fruit of my life. 0.76
26 The process of rearing a child is precious and makes parents happy. 0.73
1 A child is a precious being in that it links family linage. 0.64
10 A child provides psychological comfort to his or her parents. 0.52
12 To have a child is to leave a part of yourself, 0.50
32 I would really like to experience childbirth. 0.49
8 I won't feel lonely in my later years if I have a child. 0.46
27 To have a child is the best thing in life. 0.32
3 Child-rearing requires assistance from the government. 0.32
22 Child-rearing requires parents' sacrifice. 0.11
14 To have a child is to create something out of nothing. 0.07
30 I fear I will have a child with a disability. -0.06
21 In today's society, a child's safety and future cannot be guaranteed. -0.07
33 I cannot imagine a family without children. -0.11
36 I need someone I can rely on to help me rear a child. -0.14
Child-rearing is economically burden some. -0.30
Child-rearing is a difficult work. -0.48
A child is an asset for future. -0.58
35 A child restricts the leisure activities, -0.63
25 It is difficult to have a stable work life if you have a child. -0.82
13 It is not necessary to have a child even if you get married. -0.86
11 It is difficult to rear a child because of the lack of public day-care facilities. -0.89
18 If you do not have a child, you will never fully be an adult. -0.91
4 Child-rearing is a burden in preparing for requirement. -0.95
15 It is difficult to have a social life if you have a child. -0.96
23 I would rather to adopt a child. -1.47
31 A child disrupts one's married life. -1.66
38 It is troublesome to have children. -1.69
16 I fear that I will give birth to a child of the sex I do not wish to have. -1.91
19 A child may be an obstacle in my life. -2.32
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Table 5. Z-scores and Q-statements Descriptions for Type 2

No Q-Statement Z-score
24 Maternal love is strong and great. 1.69
13 It is not necessary to have a child even if you get married. 1.61
7 I respect my parents for going through much pain to give birth to me. 1.59
40 I would like my child to be healthy rather than academically-inclined. 1.38
3 Child-rearing requires assistance from the government. 1.23
The birth of a new life is great and sacred. 1.12
22 Child-rearing requires parents' sacrifice. 1.09
9 Child-rearing is economically burden some. 0.92
30 I fear I will have a child with a disability. 0.86
20 A child can strengthen relationships between family members. 0.84
29 Children are the nation's future, 0.75
5 Child-rearing is a difficult work. 0.64
21 In today's society, a child's safety and future cannot be guaranteed. 0.59
26 The process of rearing a child is precious and makes parents happy. 0.57
35 A child restricts the leisure activities. 0.55
17 A child is the fruit of love between husband and wife. 0.51
8 I won't feel lonely in my later years if T have a child. 0.32
1 A child is a precious being in that it links family linage. 0.29
28 To become a parent is the worthiest in life. 0.18
12 To have a child is to leave a part of yourself, 0.07
14 To have a child is to create something out of nothing. -0.03
36 I need someone I can rely on to help me rear a child. -0.04
25 It is difficult to have a stable work life if you have a child. -0.09
6 A child is an asset for future. -0.15
39 A child is the fruit of my life. -0.31
10 A child provides psychological comfort to his or her parents. -0.50
15 It is difficult to have a social life if you have a child. -0.50
37 It is right to have children. -0.55
11 It is difficult to rear a child because of the lack of public day-care facilities. -0.64
34 When I see a child, I have the desire to have my own. -0.69
4 Child-rearing is a burden in preparing for requirement, -0.70
23 I would rather to adopt a child. -0.76
31 A child disrupts one's married life. -0.90
38 It is troublesome to have children. -1.08
27 To have a child is the best thing in life. -1.26
32 I would really like to experience childbirth. -1.42
19 A child may be an obstacle in my life. -1.47
16 I fear that I will give birth to a child of the sex I do not wish to have. -1.73
33 I cannot imagine a family without children., -193
18 If you do not have a child, you will never fully be an adult. -2.03
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Table 6. Consensus Items and Average Z-scores

No Q-statement Average Z-score
24 Maternal love is strong and great. 1.52
7 I respect my parents for going through much pain to give birth to me. 1.50
The birth of a new life is great and sacred. 1.26
40 I would like my child to be healthy rather than academically-inclined. 1.18
20 A child can strengthen relationships between family members. 1.01
17 A child is the fruit of love between husband and wife. 0.95
29 Children are the nation's future, 091
3 Child-rearing requires assistance from the government. 0.77
26 The process of rearing a child is precious and makes parents happy. 0.65
22 Child-rearing requires parents' sacrifice. 0.60
1 A child is a precious being in that it links family linage. 0.47
30 I fear I will have a child with a disability. 0.40
8 I won't feel lonely in my later years if T have a child. 0.39
12 To have a child is to leave a part of yourself. 0.28
21 In today's society, a child's safety and future cannot be guaranteed. 0.26
14 To have a child is to create something out of nothing. 0.02
36 I need someone I can rely on to help me rear a child. -0.09
6 A child is an asset for future. -0.37
25 It is difficult to have a stable work life if you have a child. -0.46
15 It is difficult to have a social life if you have a child. -0.73
11 It is difficult to rear a child because of the lack of public day-care facilities. -0.77
4 Child-rearing is a burden in preparing for requirement. -0.82
23 I would rather to adopt a child. -1.12
31 A child disrupts one's married life, -1.28
38 It is troublesome to have children. -1.39
16 I fear that I will give birth to a child of the sex I do not wish to have. -1.82
19 A child may be an obstacle in my life. -1.89
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Summary Statement

= What is already known about this topic?
The current demographic, economic and other factors such as personal values and policies lower birth
rate, In particular, youths' need for children and birth rate tend to be lower,

= What this paper adds?

There are positive and negative patterns in high school students’ subjectivity on childbearing.

® Implications for practice, education and/or policy
National and social efforts are needed to change negative factors into positive ones. In order to maintain

positive subjectivity on childbearing in high school students, it is necessary to apply family-centered
educational programs and to implement birth-friendly and realistic programs for promoting childbirth.
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