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Investigating neonatal deaths in the toilets is challenging for forensic
pathologists. During the postmortem examination, they should evaluate
whether the baby was alive or a stillbirth and determine any causes of death,
such as prenatal cause, infection, anatomical abnormalities, birth or other
blunt force injury, drowning, and asphyxia. We retrieved two cases of neonatal
deaths in the toilets and reviewed their autopsy findings and circumstances.
However, findings from the postmortem examination were insignificant. Their
lung examinations revealed non-expanded alveoli, and hydrostatic tests were
negative. However, the cases cannot be confirmed as stillbirths because of the
possibility that they might be alive for a short period of time after birth and
then exposed into the water in the toilet or to accidental or non-accidental
asphyxia or that they might have died because of neglect. These cases illustrate
that the death scene and the associated circumstances should be meticulously
and carefully investigated.
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Fig. 1. Case 1. (A) The placenta was mature and showed no chorioamnionitis. The
umbilical cord on the placenta was cut and short. (B) The lungs sink on the lung

A N - float (hydrostatic) test, suggesting absence of air.
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Fig. 2. Case 2. (A) A full-term neonate was found in a public toilet. (B)
The fetal end of the umbilical cord has been cut irregularly and the
distal part showed a longitudinal cut. (C) The lungs sink on the lung

float (hydrostatic) test, suggesting absence of air.
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