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Both death certificates and postmortem examination certificates are used as proof
of death. These certificates sometimes contain erroneous information but how fre-
guently they do so is unknown. In particular, only a few studies have measured the
accuracy of the cause and manner of death on Korea death documents. In this study,
we compared the cause and manner of death on both kinds of certificates with those
on autopsy reports to determine the frequency of errors, and to identify way to
improve the accuracy of these certificates. In 2012, 528 autopsies were requested of
out institute, and certificates were submitted in 241 of the cases. The manner of death
was classified as natural, unnatural, or unknown. The cause of death in the autopsy
report matched that on the death certificate in 37 of 63 cases (58.7%), and the man-
ner of death matched in 40 of 63 cases (63.5%). The cause of death in the autopsy
report matched that on the postmortem examination certificate in 62 of 178 cases
(34.8%), and the manner of death matched in 74 of 178 cases (41.6%). Death certifi-
cates and postmortem examination certificates are important documents. We identi-
fied many incorrect reports of causes and manners of death on both kinds of docu-
ments, especially the postmortem death certificates. These inaccuracies are presum-
ably due to a lack of forensic information and education, as well as lack of interest on
the part of medical doctors.

Key Words : Autopsy, Cause of death, Death certificates

S AR B4 7 iJ&ﬂao@gnﬁﬂa
I8 Ol S} A Al L Sl
1ﬂﬁﬂﬁ“1ﬂﬂ4éfﬂmﬁ = 2 Ao} o]
12}

€ ATALHS Ao 3 AR S} A RSS2 b

. AR zﬂb&mqﬂoqze Apg 99lo] AL L Gl AW W ) A BA
oJzEAehe el FEHoIL, el 9 o il AL s el A

pISSN 2383-5702 (©Copyright 2014 by the Korean Society for Legal Medicine
This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/
el55N 2383-5710 by-nc/3.0) which permits unrestricted non-commercial use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited. 1 39



140 Korean Journal of Legal Medicine | 2014;38:139—144

Apge] 991 SrehE AL Wl & A0 HekE L 9
QA o) o498 w) A4 s Aol
W98 $ 0.2 AP o) ARG E A
o F o8 NFolDE olefd YY)

fo [

oE I
Mo 4z e

Bt

ro, [l
:(I)%
>,

>
A AbQlo]
01 T7W°1 ?AM o] o1 A #| et

2 Qlel] Aol thal g ghs] vk A 4]
3_; T19b= vk R AFgo] UyllAte]
o] Evgolut AR VAo =E 8
?%q~ﬂﬂﬂ

CERLE RV B
ME} Aple] the £, Ab
%Eﬂ ] A]@]ﬂo_e_ Oz‘sl_g]
A o A= e Ao, 56
TES TR ARI tiel] o] oA gk, AFge F
off tf gt A= o] Fol A A ZRTE Y

ojol] B AFE 2 713ellA 2012 A WS
EUE JHE AMSEAE AEst AFESEAEe] AR
YA Sl A 5 g e ARl B AN FRE B
BXEto] A=A 2] o) A e AS Felsty, fA A

& AAskarzt skt

°
>
f
N
_h o

pr3
Io_&ﬂ

17
o

e o

_‘—|—"ro
N
-

N
o
it

ro(';ﬁu&ﬂ%rlr_tggr\rﬁ
>,r—|—|40>~1rln_)i
E £ o

oy o m o £

=
_,>L
L of

— O
=
o
>

>
OT‘E s
g ol mﬁ
oH,
o —'~ ﬂ1°"

=

‘I_‘_a

o {L

5

do
o

o]
ro

N
==

~
2>
o
=

oX. o,

Lo 2

]_

2
1o
Lo ooy o
—r’ro(.
o =
2 ofN

o
lo o

3
I
o =
i

10, of
o N mu 1o

o 12
Xre X4l

T2 2 e

20120 =R atepabl T2l
gatsteatd T AR
AP AL A A A

YFIPAAT A 3
2d)elA e 77 52804] Z ol
A7} AFH 241019 RAAEE AE

S5l ol 3 APGRATAZL AZH 359k AAHLA7 A
FH AR Bisel AU D AAALA] 7)Aol
RPN EESEERES S EREERE T
FE I ARSI AR EF BRE L, el B
W02 PRI, SI9IAH T A, B, AbAl, B0
TR B el QNS TR el A
2 S50, BAE SIQVLE AZEL AP, B 8 ARIAL
o) o] olel A9 AL Abe] FHolN UA A}
A Thl O ) B ARl 2 F AR &

AE o AT o= QAR V1S A E 19 0E,
4 5 oAt A EN o AP A ol WIARR 7
SHAE 290% B F By zlxéﬂoq oL} AP
Aol QAL B QIR 7] SH A E 39 o, B4
T Ui e SJQIARR S E g o *F"Z“W o= &%
O % 7|59 AHIE 47 08, APl APG ] FFE 7

http://www.kjlm.or.kr

AetA] ok ko 7 W8 Ald S 53 07 71 o ue}
57HA & E58te] A skt AFge] FRel Eolet 7]A
3 A0S T o ARRlE ddste] Qlo]

ofefrol iz Aol A7 obd A, Seto s 9o
7%@ ARl M = B ol 7] At AL AR

sk 3lv|gla dekEo) 4807 BRIk 1
oA ARQIS] 4| o -5 EFetal Z47+e] AFgY
A2 o -5 AL o714 Al Y]

AL 91QIAY, B o2 EFete] A FRlegitt et F-

o
°
2

}rgzhuyv} 24101] % 639(26.1%), A A
% 178 (73.9%) ©] ATt

1EA 7} 241

by

1 AISBAM2L S AZE M| Alel BT £
APRIRA 6300 BN FHYA 39 A1z A8 7

= 7041(58 7%)01mL g%_‘ﬂ sk 73%% 269 (41.3%) ]

O

=

O

%%-Er %IX]EP 7@‘-‘%5 624 (34.8% o], FYX|st ¢
+=11691(65.2%) S th(Table 1).

2 NYZHM SZHZTMO| Nl S 1T 2
(1) A RIEII 2} SZIZIIA S| ApYo] ZF bl 24
B /)7l 45 AP 6360 SN ARl £ ol

O

T 4001 (635%), BLAE= 230 (36.5%) 01 et BUA] 23]
Tl HIARE SRJIAR 7153 192 19 (4.3%) ©194 3L, 9]

Table 1. The Comparison Analysis of 241 Death Certificates about
COD and MOD

Death certificate No. (%)
Medical death certificate 63 (26.1)
COD Accorded 37 (58.7)
Discorded 26 (41.3)
MOD Accorded 40 (63.5)
Discorded 23 (36.5)
Postmortem examination certificate 178 (73.9)
COD Accorded 62 (34.8)
Discorded 116 (65.2)
MOD Accorded 74 (41.6)
Discorded 104 (58.4)

COD, cause of death; MOD, manner of death.
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Table 2. The Comparison Analysis of Manner of Death between
Death Certificates and Autopsy Reports

AP F5771 dAshs A 69(9.5%) 019 01 o] 52
WQIAL 491 (66.7%), AIAF 161 (16.7%), &™) 14 (16.7%)
OIATHE R AR BIAIAD. AL} AL F57 B U] 5
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(- 27 B AA]). ARl R[S AFEe] F77F B¢
735 1591 (8.4%) 01021 o] FellA UIARE 14(6.7%),
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(Table 3).

4. SAZZ MM AtLe| ZF0|| ME EA

oA 2414 Z YIAF= 9890 (34.9%) 01t 2)¢IA}
£ 1289 (45.6%) 011 o1 &91x} 1284 & AAHS 230
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Table 3. The Comparison Analysis of the MOD According to
Discrepancy of the COD

Death certificate No. (%) Death certificate No. (%)
Medical death certificate 63 (100) Medical death certificate 63 (100)
Accorded 40 (63.5) COD accorded 37 (58.7)
Discorded 23(36.5) MOD accorded 34(91.9)
Type 1 1(4.3) MOD discorded 3(8.1)
Type 2 4(17.4) COD discorded 26 (41.3)
Type 3 0 MOD accorded 6(23.1)
Type 4 16 (69.6) MOD discorded 20(76.9)
Type 5 2(8.7) Postmortem examination certificate 178 (100)
Postmortem examination certificate 178 (100) COD accorded 62 (34.8)
Accorded 74 (41.6) MOD accorded 47 (75.8)
Discorded 104 (58.4) MOD discorded 15(24.2)
Type 1 4(3.8) COD discorded 116 (65.2)
Type 2 3(2.9) MOD accorded 27 (23.3)
Type 3 4(3.8) MOD discorded 89 (76.7)
Type 4 86(82.7) COD, cause of death; MOD, manner of death.
Type 5 7 (6.8)
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Table 4. Discrepancy of the COD According to Manner of Death of
Autopsy Reports

Manner of death No. (%)
Natural death 98 (34.9)
Accorded COD 17 (17.3)
Discorded COD 81(82.7)
Unnatural death 128 (45.6)
Suicide 23(18.1)
Accorded COD 16 (69.6)
Discorded COD 7 (30.4)
Homicide 29(22.6)
Accorded COD 17 (58.6)
Discorded COD 12 (41.4)
Accident 64 (50.0)
Accorded COD 32 (50.0)
Discorded COD 32 (50.0)
Undetermined 12(9.3)
Accorded COD 9 (75.0)
Discorded COD 3(25.0)
Unknown 12 (4.3)
Accorded COD 8 (66.7)
Discorded COD 4(33.3)

COD, cause of death.
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