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sifting through them, and I think ‘What the heck is this¥

and then it was ‘Oh my god, oh my god, oh my god.”” Does
it sound like a denunciation from the investigator of the Holocaust? To our
dismay, these words are from Professor Susan M. Reverby of Wellesley Col-
lege, who found unpublished records of inhumane medical research in the
University of Pittsburgh archives and submitted a report on the experi-
ments in Guatemala to this winter’s issue of the Journal of Policy History.
Before this exposure, she had already presented her findings about the dark
history of modern medicine in January. However, it is deplorable that her
presentation drew little attention. A former director of the Centers for Dis-
ease Control, Dr. David J. Sencer prompted the U.S. government to investi-

gate this inexcusable research of our own time.

Nowadays, we know that the Nuremberg trials of Nazi doctors perform-
ing unethical experiments on the inhabitants of concentration camps led to
various ethical guidelines. Among these, the Declaration of Helsinki, which
was proposed in 1964 and in its revised form, is still regarded as the authori-
tative one in human research ethics. We are now living in an age where
even animal ethics is appreciated. Taking this into consideration, we can't
account for how long it took to expose this study. Do we really comprehend

the core values of research ethics in medicine?

We should respect autonomy, which stands for the rights of individuals

to self determination. Also, beneficence, which promotes the wellbeing of

pISSN 2093-2278

This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution
Non-Commercial License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/). eISSN 2093-2286



210 Upin the air PI Journal of Periodontal
& Implant Science

Tae-ll Kim
Editor

Department of Periodontology, Seoul National University School of Dentistry,
28 Yeongeon-dong, Jongno-gu, Seoul 110-749, Korea
E-mail: periopf@snu.ac.kr, Tel: +82-2-2072-2642, Fax: +82-2-744-1349

WWW. |PIS.Org Korean Academy of Periodontology



