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Experience of Chemotherapy in Ovarian Cancer Patients

Shin, Nayeon' - Kim, Jiyoung?

'Graduate School, Ewha Womans University, Seoul; Department of Nursing, Dongeui University, Busan, Korea

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to identify the experiences of patients with ovarian cancer undergoing chemotherapy. Meth-
ods: A phenomenological method was used in this study. Data were collected by individual in-depth interviews with six participants
with ovarian cancer undergoing chemotherapy during 2016. Colaizzis phenomenology has been adopted as a research method in this
qualitative study. Results: Seven theme clusters were derived from the data as follows: Recognizing cancer diagnosis and treatment as
braking in life; Effect on being a housewife as a cancer patient, Ambivalence about treatment; Fear with physical side effects; Losing
sexuality as a woman, Affected by other ovarian cancer patients, Practice hope after treatment. Conclusion: Patients with ovarian
cancer experienced tremendous physical and psychosocial problems. This finding demonstrates the need to develop appropriate
nursing interventions for issues related to the experience of patients with ovarian cancer receiving chemotherapy.
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Table 1. Theme Clusters and Themes of Experience of Chemotherapy in Ovary Cancer Patients

Theme clusters

Themes

Recognizing cancer diagnosis and treatment
as braking in life

Effect on being a housewife as a cancer patient

Ambivalence about treatment

Fear with physical side effects

Losing sexuality as a woman

Affected by other ovarian cancer patients

Practice hope after treatment

Stop in front of the plan for the future
Restricted to social activities

Marital conflict after cancer diagnosis
Disregarded in daily life

Coexistence of hopelessness and hope
Complaints and reliance on treatment

Anxiety due to changes in body image
Suffering due to gastrointestinal side effects

Hopeless about pregnancy
Feeling of guilty related to intercourse
Menopausal symptoms that come sooner than others

Fear is added through the appearance of fellow patients
Encourage emotions from other ovary cancer patients’ families

Responsibility as a daughter, mother
Reliance on the power of spirituality
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