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Death Perceptions, Death Anxiety, and Attitudes to Death in Oncology Nurses
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Purpose: This study aimed to identify the relationships among death perceptions, death anxiety, and terminal care attitudes of nurses
in oncology unit and to explore the predictors affecting their attitudes toward terminal care in Korea. Methods: A sample of 94 nurses
was recruited from oncology units at one university hospital and a national medical center in Korea. The subjects completed a demo-
graphic questionnaire, the View of Life and Death Scale, the Fear of Death Scale the Korean version, and the Attitudes toward Nursing
Care of the Dying Scale. Results: The subjects' terminal care attitudes were significantly positively influenced by death concern, per-
ception of positive meanings of death, and experiences with the death of a family member or acquaintance in the last year. Those in-
fluential variables explained 21.5% of their terminal care attitudes. Conclusion: Findings of this study suggest that developing con-
tinuing education programs that teach effective coping strategies to prevent death anxiety and identifying barriers that can make car-
ing for dying patients difficult may make a significant positive increase in the nurses’attitudes toward care of the dying. In addition, the
provision of effective palliative care in oncology settings remains open to review through further research and development.
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Table 1. Characteristics of the Subjects WNV=92)
Characteristics Categories n (%) M+SD
Age (vear) 20-25 17 (18.5) 29.25+517
25-30 41 (44.6)
30-35 21(22.8)
>35 13 (14.1)
Marital status Single 66 (71.7)
Married 26 (28.3)
Education Associate 33(35.9)
Bachelor 41 (44.6)
Master 18 (19.6)
Religion Protestant 19 (20.7)
Roman Catholic 8(8.7)
Buddhism 10 (10.9)
Others 2(2.2)
None 53 (57.6)
Years of experience <5 39 (42.4) 69.05+47.29
5-10 31(33.7)
>10 22 (23.9)
Exposure to patient death (number of exposures) <10 21 (22.9)
11-20 30 (32.6)
>20 41 (44.6)
The first exposure to patient death Into 3months 48 (52.2)
3months-1 year 27 (29.9)
1-3 years 11 (12.0)
>3 years 6(6.6)
Experience with death family or relatives during previous 1 year Yes 29 (31.5)
No 63 (68.5)
Education hours for hospice care Never 29 (31.5)
<8 hours 31(33.7)
8-24 hours 9(9.8)
3 days-4 weeks 8(8.8)
>4 weeks 15 (16.3)
Perceived care type to terminal illness Physical care 41 (44.6)
Spiritual care 8(8.7)
Psychological care 43 (46.7)
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Variables M+SD Min-Max Possible range ltem M+SD
The view of the life and death scale
Positive meaning of death 91.61+15.63 49-127 19-133 4.82+0.82
Negative meaning of death 75.28+12.01 45-100 16-112 4.71+0.75
Death concern 41.64+10.51 18-67 10-70 416+1.05
Life respect and will 55.21+10.29 30-81 12-84 4.60+0.86
The fear of the death and dying scale 93.16+9.10 70-119 35-140 2.66+0.26
The attitude toward nursing care of the dying scale 88.45+7.11 70-104 30-120 2.95+0.24
Table 3. The Differences of Attitude to Death according to General Characteristics N=92)
Characteristics Categories n M=+SD torF p Duncan test
Age (year) 20-25° 17 84.47+7.43 2.84 042 a<b
25-30° 4 90.24+6.65
30-35° 21 88.52+6.75
>35° 13 87.85+7.21
Marital status Single 66  88.23+£7.05 -.46 641
Married 26 89.00+7.36
Education Associate 33  87.67+6.85 37 692
Bachelor 41 88.66+7.59
Master 18 89.39+6.65
Religion Yes 658 89.79+7.12 1.57 119
No 39  87.45+7.00
Unit Unit at Cancer center® 76  88.32+6.82 3.42 .037 a<c
Oncology Unit at General hospital® 9 85.11+6.99 b<c
ICU at Cancer center® 7 94.14+8.03
Years of experience (year) <5 32  86.75+7.00 1.56 214
5-10 34  89.79+7.58
>10 26 88.77+6.40
Exposure to patient death <10? 21 84.95+6.70 3.47 .035 a<b
(number of exposures) 11-20° 30  89.33+6.94 a<c
>20° 4 89.59+7.01
The first exposure to patient death Into 3 months 48  88.65+6.91 .08 917
3 months-1 year 27 87.96+7.79
1-3 years 17 88.65+6.92
Experience with death family or relatives Yes 29  91.00+7.38 2.39 018
during previous 1 year No 63  87.27+6.71
Education hours for hospice care Never 29  87.59+6.89 1.79 A72
<8 hours 3il 87.29+7.44
8-24 hours 32  90.34+6.79
Perceived care type to terminal ilness Physical 4 87.17+6.79 1.27 285
Spiritual 8  90.38+9.66
Psychologic 43 89.30+6.85
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Table 4. The Correlation among Study Variables
Age Positive meaning  Negative meaning Death Life resp_ect Degth Attitude to
Variables of death of death concern and will anxiety death
rp ) rp) rp) ro ) )
Age 1
Positive meaning of death 1 1
(:276)
Negative meaning of death 24 19 1
(019 (059
Death concern -.06 .34 -13 1
(572) (.001) (211)
Life respect and will 18 .04 -18 -12 1
(.076) (.641) (073) (222)
Death anxiety -.04 -.30 .30 -17 -.07 1
(.704) (.004) (.003) (-106) (:491)
Attitude to death .08 .33 -.06 34 12 -15 1
(408) (.001) (.548) (.001) (:224) (133)
Table 5. The Predictors of the Attitude of Death
Variables B B t p R? Adjusted R>  Durbin-Watson
Constant 70.47 16.66 <.001 2.23
Death concern 0.15 22 2.25 .026 12 A1
Positive meaning of death 0.1 25 2.50 014 A7 15
Experience with death family or relatives 3.20 21 2.21 .030 22 19

during previous 1 year (yes=1, no=0)
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